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1. Introduction

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake exploration activities in offshore permits VIC/P79 and T/49P
located in Commonwealth waters off the Otway Basin. The proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program (the
exploration program, or activity) is a continuation of ConocoPhillips Australia’s exploration program in the
offshore Otway Basin which aims to identify commercially viable natural gas reserves to help meet Australia’s
energy needs.

While ConocoPhillips Australia, as titleholder, has the exclusive right to undertake activities within the offshore
area of their title, the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023 (the
Environment Regulations) require that an accepted Environment Plan (EP) be in force before commencing any
such activities.

The National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (NOPSEMA) is the
independent statutory authority that regulates all petroleum and greenhouse gas storage activities in offshore
areas. NOPSEMAs acceptance of this EP will provide the authorisation necessary for the activity to commence.
On acceptance, the EP forms legally binding requirements by which ConocoPhillips Australia must undertake
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.

1.1. ConocoPhillips Australia

ConocoPhillips Australia was established almost two decades ago. Headquartered in Brisbane, Queensland,
we are a 47.5 percent shareholder in Australia Pacific LNG (APLNG) and operate the APLNG facility on Curtis
Island. We are also the major joint venture partner in offshore petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P in the
Otway Basin, holding 80% interest and operatorship of both permits. ConocoPhillips Australia is a subsidiary
company of ConocoPhillips Company (United States entity).

Globally we have more than 50 years of offshore experience and have conducted offshore operations in the
North Sea (United Kingdom and Norway), Barents Sea (Norway), Baffin Bay (Greenland) and between northern
Australia and Timor Leste.

Further information about ConocoPhillips Australia is available at: www.conocophillips.com.au, and
information about ConocoPhillips Company is available at: www.conocophillips.com.

1.1.1. Details of Titleholder and Liaison Person

In accordance with section 23(1)(2) of the Environment Regulations, details of the titleholders and liaison
person for this EP are provided in Table 1-1 below.

Table 1-1: Details of titleholders and liaison person

I Titleholder

T/49P VIC/P79
Name ConocoPhillips Australia SH1 Pty Ltd ConocoPhillips Australia SH2 Pty Ltd
Business Address Level 1, 33 Park Road, Milton, QLD 4064 Level 1, 33 Park Road, Milton, QLD 4064
Telephone Number Phone: 07 3182 7122 Phone: 07 3182 7122
Email Address Otway@conocophillips.com Otway@conocophillips.com
ABN 18 116 771 450 24 141 253 769

Nominated Liaison Person

Name Aaron Burt - Exploration Manager, ConocoPhillips Australia
Business Address Level 1, 33 Park Road, Milton, QLD 4064
Telephone 07 3182 7122
Email Otway@conocophillips.com
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In accordance with Section 23(3) of the Environment Regulations, ConocoPhillips Australia will notify
NOPSEMA of any change in titleholder, a change in the titleholder’s nominated liaison person, or a change in
the contact details for either the titleholder or the liaison person as soon as practicable after such a change
takes place during the proposed activity.

1.2. Environment Plan Summary

As required by section 35(7) of the Environment Regulations, a summary of the material requirements of this
EP and links to where detailed information is provided in the EP are outlined in Table 1-2.

Table 1-2: EP Summary of material requirements

EP Summary Material Requirements Relevant Section of EP containing EP Summary Materials
Details of the titleholders nominated liaison person for the activity Section Table 1-1
The location of the activity Figure 1-1 and Section 2.1
A description of the activity Section 2
A description of the receiving environment Section 4
Details of the environmental impacts and risks Sections 6, 7 and 8
The control measures for the activity Sections 6, 7, 8 and 9
The arrangements for ongoing monitoring of the titleholder’s | Sections 9 and 10
environmental performance
Response arrangements in the oil pollution emergency plan (OPEP) Refer to OPEP (Appendix I)
Consultation already undertaken and plans for ongoing consultation | Sections 3 and 10

1.3. Purpose of the Environment Plan

The objectives of the Environment Regulations are to ensure that any petroleum activity carried out in an
offshore area is conducted in a manner consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development
(ESD), as set out in section 3A of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC
Act). Additionally, these activities must be carried out in a manner that reduces the environmental impacts
and risks associated with them to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP), while also ensuring that any
remaining environmental impacts and risks are at an acceptable level.

The overarching purpose of this EP (this document) is to demonstrate that ConocoPhillips Australia’s proposed
Otway Exploration Drilling Program can meet the objectives of the Environment Regulations.

The EP contains information to meet the content requirements defined in Division 2 of the Environment
Regulations and to demonstrate that the criteria of acceptance of an EP can be met, as defined by section 34
of the Environment Regulations. Environmental assessment processes have been systematically followed and
applied thoroughly to ensure that:

o The activity is clearly scoped and bounded and the environment that may be affected is suitably
understood

e The legislative and other requirements that apply to the activity will be met

e The impacts and risks are suitably understood based on detailed analysis of how the activity and
environment interact

e Acceptable levels of environmental impact and risk have been defined and justified

e Environmental impact and risk levels have been predicted and compared to the defined acceptable
levels of impact such that information uncertainties can be identified

e Control measures for treating environmental impacts and risks will be effective
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e Additional and alternative control measures and improved environmental performance have been
considered and adopted where costs are not grossly disproportionate to their predicted environmental
benefit

e Environmental performance can be easily monitored and is clearly connected to the control measures
and the management of predicted levels of impact or risk

e Appropriate action has been taken in the presence of scientific uncertainty, and

e The outcomes of the assessments are defensible and reproducible.

ConocoPhillips Australia’s environmental impact and risk assessment methodology, described in detail in
Section 5, provides a structured process for identifying, assessing and managing environmental impacts and
risks associated with an offshore petroleum activity. The methodology has been designed to align with AS/NZS
ISO 31000:2018: Risk Management — Principles and Guidelines, and the requirements of the Environment
Regulations.

The Implementation Strategy for the EP, described in detail in Section 10, provides a systematic framework to
ensure that exploration activities are conducted in accordance with the outcomes and requirements of the
environmental assessment process. The Strategy describes the environmental management system in place
for the activity to ensure impacts and risks are continuously identified and reduced to levels that are ALARP.
In addition, the Implementation Strategy and supporting Qil Pollution Emergency Plan (OPEP) include details
on the response arrangements and systems in place to manage oil pollution risks.

The EP includes a description of the consultation process undertaken in preparation of the EP (Section 3),
during which relevant persons were identified and engaged with to inform the values and sensitivities of the
environment, the evaluation of impact and risks, and the environmental management of the activity. The
consultation process is described in Section 3 and consultation reports are included in Appendix C —
Consultation Report and Appendix D — Sensitive Information Report. The EP shows how consultation feedback
has been incorporated throughout the environmental assessment process, including the adoption of
appropriate measures arising from consultation.

1.4. Scope of this Environment Plan

ConocoPhillips Australia is proposing to undertake exploration activities within Operational Areas associated
with offshore petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P, located in Commonwealth waters offshore of Victoria and
King Island, Tasmania.

The scope of this EP covers the activities described in Section 2 inclusive of those undertaken during potential
emergency conditions. The exploration program involves initially completing seabed surveys over a maximum
of nine locations, which will commence no earlier than 1 January 2025 subject to relevant approvals being in
place. Drilling commencement is also dependent on regulatory approval, and rig availability, and will
commence no earlier than 1 March 2025. The term of the approval for these activities is proposed to continue
until 31 December 2028, to allow for the drilling of a maximum of six exploration wells and to account for rig
availability.

During consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia received feedback regarding the lack of specific drilling locations
making it difficult to assess the possible consequences of the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program on
functions interest and activities (Org ID: 111, Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS), Event ID: 3785,
4407, 4175, FB ID: 369, 371, 372, 1115, 1124; Org ID 524, Wilderness Society, Event ID: 3480, 4359, 4527 FB
ID: 378, 385, 1122; Org ID: 593, Event ID: 3134, FB ID: 266; Org ID 593, Event ID: 3133, FB ID: 257; Org ID: 50,
Seafood Industry Tasmania (SIT), Event ID: 1821, 3998, FB ID: 151, 153, 1102; Org ID: 528, Australian
Oceanographic Services Pty Ltd, Event ID: 1184, 1239, FB ID: 64, 1013; Org ID: 528, Australian Oceanographic
Services Pty Ltd, Event ID: 720, FB ID: 17; Document ID: 3923, FB ID: 1233; Org ID: 490, Event ID: 2853, FB ID:
1073). ConocoPhillips Australia commenced consultation in support of the preparation of the EP in February
2023, recognising that an extended duration for consultation would provide greater opportunity to receive
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feedback from relevant persons and organisations that could influence the activity design and/or the
environmental management of the activity.

ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to refine the operational areas as soon as possible during the
consultations (Project Update August 2023) and provided guidance to relevant persons who provided this
feedback, as follows:

e Specific locations for seabed surveys and exploration drilling have yet to be confirmed. The process for
selecting final survey and drilling locations involves the completion of seismic data processing,
interpretation of the data to select targets with a high probability of success, and analysis of the
efficiency of the drilling program to confirm resources with the least amount of wells, to minimise
potential impacts and risks associated with each.

e Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks
associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities that may occur anywhere within broader
operational areas associated with petroleum titles VIC/P79 and T/49P. This ensures that the impacts
and risks associated with all potential survey and drilling locations are assessed. It is recognised that
this may result in an overestimation of impacts and risks. However, a precautionary approach is being
taken that assesses worst-case impacts and applies appropriate control measures across the board to
minimise impacts and risks to acceptable levels that are as low as reasonably practicable.

e Presenting the full extent of ConocoPhillips Australia's proposed activities allows for the full
consideration of impacts and risks across the broadest possible spatial and temporal extents on one
occasion is considered preferable and aims to reduce consultation burden when compared to the
alternative of developing multiple environment plans for a reduced number of specific drilling
locations, without consideration of feedback from consultation or disclosure of the full extent of the
proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program (Org ID: 524, Wilderness Society, Event ID: 3480, FB ID:
376, 378; Org ID: 111, Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS), Event ID: 3785, FB ID: 374).

ConocoPhillips Australia has committed to providing updates on activity progress, including the ongoing
refinement and narrowing of the activity description, operational areas and drilling locations (as specified in
Table 10-5 of the Implementation Strategy), and has provided more recent correspondence on this as
described in detail in EP Section 2.3 and within the June 2024 Project Update.

The operational areas for the exploration program are defined as ‘the areas within which petroleum activities
may occur’ (Section 2.1.1). Water depths in these areas range from approximately 53 m to 200 m.

The scope of this EP does not include:

e Vessels transiting to or from the operational areas. The vessels are deemed to be operating under the
Commonwealth Navigation Act 2012 and not performing a petroleum activity whilst outside the
operational areas.

e Mobilisation of the mobile offshore drilling unit (MODU or drilling rig) into Australian Commonwealth
waters and Victorian State waters, and associated biosecurity and ballast water management prior to
the arrival of the MODU into the operational areas. The MODU is subject to biosecurity control on
entering Australian territory (12 nm offshore) in accordance with the Biosecurity Act 2015. Ballast
water must be managed in accordance with the Australian Ballast Water Management Requirements
Rev 8. Both biosecurity and ballast water management are administered by the Commonwealth
Department of Agriculture, Water and Environment (DAWE).

e Development of a commercial project and associated production wells, which are contingent on the
discovery of commercially viable quantities of hydrocarbons during the exploration phase. Separate
approvals and further consultation would be required to support the development of a commercial
project with permanent operating infrastructure. [Point added in response to Matter: 126].

e Marine seismic surveys. However, as described in Section 2.2.4 (Well Formation Evaluation) certain
short-term, temporary activities, often misinterpreted as seismic surveys, are included within the scope
of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program including downhole formation evaluation tool Vertical
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Seismic Profiling (VSP). Impacts associated with this activity are described in Section 6.7 (Underwater
Sound Emissions — Impulsive). (Org ID: 111, AMCS, Event ID: 1655, FB ID: 1018) [Point added in
response to Matter: FO1, 126].
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Figure 1-1: Location of petroleum titles T/49P and VIC/P79 and operational areas
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Coordinates

Label  Lat(GDA2020) Long (GDA 2020) Label  Lat(GDA2020) Long (GDA 2020) Label  Lat(GDA2020) Long (GDA 2020)
1 38°34.63470790'S | 142°00.08237763'E 31 39°03.29106620' S 142° 41.77655592' E 61 38°44.91103279'S 142° 05.08257650' E
2 38°35.13323442'S | 142°02.60483367'E 32 39°03.28154381'S 142° 45.08238924' E 62 38°44.91108501'S 142° 00.08263425' E
3 38°35.16042451'S | 142°05.82135407'E 33 38°54.91060091'S 142° 45.08212348'E 63 39°11.94286807'S 143°17.87027599' E
4 38°34.96510913'S | 142°07.09213638'E 34 38°54.91052009' S 142°50.08202055' E 64 39°16.47528270'S 143°22.30949311'E
5 38°36.63802367'S | 142°12.03951699'E 35 38°57.97907059' S 142°50.08210010'E 65 39°20.06092597' S 143°20.57419216'E
6 38°34.29930985'S | 142°13.30572193'E 36 38°57.97085584'S | 142°52.15917239'E 66 39°26.62020368'S | 143°18.77559026'E
7 38°34.08053289'S | 142°14.55719778'E 37 39°10.31473868'S 142° 52.16565005' E 67 39°32.07392342'S 143° 13.60836124' E
8 38°33.36773238'S | 142°15.62998057'E 38 39°10.32310030'S 142°50.08253579' E 68 39°34.88845915'S 143°10.12976544' E
9 38°34.29627903'S | 142°18.49783224'E 39 39°11.91076725'S 142° 50.08259080' E 69 39°29.88735579'S 143°05.13151569' E

10 38°33.23264674'S | 142°19.06796372'E 40 39°11.91162320'S 142° 44.92820547' E 70 39°29.89124228'S 143°00.13061763'E
11 38°33.85572058'S | 142°20.08197398'E 41 39°11.85354681'S 142° 44.78268323' E 71 39°24.94819321'S 143°00.12446247'E
12 38°33.85662017'S | 142°22.14772897'E 42 39°11.15560504' S 142° 44.94032293' E 72 39°24.94730466' S 143°05.11972184'E
13 38°38.28887895'S | 142°22.15000628'E 43 39°07.54226411'S 142° 34.96375033' E 73 39°21.53163278'S 143° 05.12246725'E
14 38°38.28884730'S | 142°23.67480464'E 44 39°05.82212963'S 142° 34.21374745'E 74 39°33.59032489' S 143° 20.66339796' E
15 38°39.91070171'S | 142°23.68698890' E 45 39°04.60703458'S 142°33.01374284' E 75 39°37.15733857'S 143° 26.09439736' E
16 38°39.91069772'S | 142°25.94600259'E 46 39°03.87197710'S | 142°31.47623694'E 76 39°42.74867396'S | 143°26.46098230'E
17 38°38.28886685'S | 142°25.94527569'E 47 39°03.27193018'S 142° 31.02282611'E 77 39°45.00488668' S 143°28.01933215'E
18 38°38.28845341'S | 142°32.14972173'E 48 39°02.11799379'S 142°29.11372787'E 78 39°47.06850571'S 143° 28.69981873'E
19 38°43.15112810'S | 142°32.15219136'E 49 39°02.03183320'S 142°27.91372326'E 79 39°47.21666243'S 143° 25.65092224' E
20 38°43.15095111'S | 142°30.08207213'E 50 39°00.42170730'S 142°25.33371335'E 80 39°46.03421957'S 143°22.35879387' E
21 38°47.37615453'S | 142°30.08219358'E 51 39°00.34670144'S | 142°23.71370713'E 81 39°46.07807668'S | 143°18.35538561'E
22 38°47.37397909'S | 142°32.15434422'E 52 38°59.91198412'S 142°23.36431463' E 82 39°37.04806931' S 143° 17.75687763' E
23 38°53.28908153'S | 142°32.15739734'E 53 38°59.60987911'S 142°21.91370022' E 83 39°33.63485063' S 143° 20.56599222' E
24 38°53.28905819'S | 142°35.08091853'E 54 38°58.47155480' S 142°21.05119691' E 84 39°59.17255805' S 143°28.15411245'E
25 38°58.30408139'S | 142°35.08204359'E 55 38°58.32154307'S 142°20.33869415' E 85 40°04.01289861'S 143° 30.68658954' E
26 38°58.28872074'S | 142°42.15969333'E 56 38°57.39531042'S 142°20.08229983' E 86 40°10.63228586'S 143°31.10065900' E
27 39°02.06228105'S | 142°42.16163813'E 57 38°54.91097211'S | 142°20.08262718'E 87 40°10.70928975'S | 143°28.39518916'E
28 39°02.06757251'S 142° 40.08245676' E 58 38°54.91126034'S 142° 19.49311296' E 88 40°03.36322311'S 143° 19.78864024' E
29 39°04.91080943'S | 142°40.08254033'E 59 38°52.89558406' S 142° 19.44936120' E 89 40°00.49942886' S 143° 23.06683746' E
30 39°04.91078860'S | 142°41.78361477'E 60 38°48.37703382'S | 142°05.08240983'E 90 39°59.19751598'S | 143°26.97859645' E
1.5. Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment Methodology

Section 21(5) of the Environment Regulations requires the EP to detail all environmental impacts and risks
from the activity, evaluate them, and detail control measures to reduce the impacts and risks of the activity
to as low as reasonably practicable (ALARP) and acceptable levels. NOPSEMA’s Environment Plan Content
Requirements guidance note (N-04750-GN1344, September 2020) describes the considerations to be made
when undertaking evaluation and treatment of impacts and risks.

The ConocoPhillips Australia environmental impact and risk assessment methodology provides a structured
and comprehensive process for identifying, assessing and managing environmental impacts and risks
associated with an offshore petroleum activity. The methodology meets the requirements of the Environment
Regulations and is consistent with Australian and New Zealand Standards for risk management and
environmental management systems, offshore oil and gas industry guidance on risk-related decision making
and NOPSEMA Guidelines and Guidance Notes.

Full details of the methodology and how it has been applied during the development of this EP is provided in
Section 5.

During community information sessions, ConocoPhillips Australia received feedback that the Victorian and
Tasmanian coastlines are critical habitat for many marine fauna, especially whales; and any impact to these
animals would be unacceptable (Document ID: 3923). Conservation plans (conservation management plans,
recovery plans, conservation advice) published by the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the
Environment, and Water (DCCEEW) allow for some level of impact, typically behavioural responses.

In addition, exploration activities do not operate to a no-impact standard. Instead, ConocoPhillips Australia is
required to define the acceptable level of impact and work below that level. Acceptable levels of impact are
established based on relevant up-to-date technical and scientific studies, government advice, and are
considerate of the information gathered through the consultation process. ConocoPhillips Australia utilises
this information to make predictions of the levels of impact expected to occur and compares that to the
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previously defined acceptable levels. This assessment is then scrutinised by NOPSEMA who determine if the
EP demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level and
that the EP meets the requirements of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment)
Regulations 2023.

1.6. Legislative Framework

The identification of legislative and other environmental requirements that apply to the Otway Exploration
Drilling Program provides important context for the evaluation of environmental impacts and risks.
ConocoPhillips Australia is required to have regard for all relevant context when defining the acceptable level
of impacts and risks, including (among other things) laws, policies, standards, conventions, statutory
instruments such as recovery plans for threatened species and plans of management for protected places.

Predictions of environmental impact and risk must be made with legislative and other requirements in place
as they represent the minimum level of environmental management required. Control measures are then
implemented to ensure that these requirements are complied with.

Currently identified ‘legislative and other environmental requirements’ have been collated and are provided
in Appendix A, along with an explanation of how these relate to the proposed exploration activities.

1.6.1. Commonwealth Legislation

The primary legislation governing the exploration project is the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas
Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act) and the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment)
Regulations 2023 (the Environment Regulations).

The OPGGS Act provides the regulatory framework for all offshore exploration and production activities in
Commonwealth waters (those areas beyond three nautical miles from the Territorial Sea baseline and with
the Commonwealth Petroleum Jurisdiction Boundary). The Environment Regulations have been made under
the auspices of the OPGGS Act for the purposes of ensuring (as described in Section 3) that any petroleum
activity or greenhouse gas activity carried out in an offshore area is:

e Carried out in a manner consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development set out
in section 3A of the EPBC Act; and

e Carried out in a manner by which the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be reduced to
as low as reasonably practicable; and

e Carried out in a manner by which the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an
acceptable level”.

This EP meets the requirements of the Environment Regulations by providing a plan that:

e s appropriate for the nature and scale of the activity

e Demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be reduced to as low as
reasonably practicable (ALARP)

e Demonstrates that the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level

e Provides for appropriate environmental performance outcomes, environmental performance
standards and measurement criteria

e Includes an appropriate implementation strategy and monitoring, recording, and reporting
arrangements

e Does not involve the activity or part of the activity, other than arrangements for environmental
monitoring or for responding to an emergency, being undertaken in any part of a declared World
Heritage property with the meaning of the EPBC Act

e Demonstrates that:
e an appropriate level of consultation, as required by Division 3, has been carried out, and
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e the measures (if any) adopted, or proposed to be adopt, because of consultations are appropriate,
and

e Complies with the OPGGS Act and the Environment Regulations.

Under the Commonwealth government streamlining arrangements, NOPSEMA’s assessment of this EP
provides an appropriate level of consideration of the impacts to matters of national environmental significance
(MNES) protected under Part 3 of the EPBC Act.

Further, the consultation process undertaken has been developed in line with legislative requirements under
the OPGGS Act and the Environment Regulations, case law and NOPSEMA Guidance.

1.6.2. State Legislation

In the event of a hydrocarbon release from a loss of well control (LOWC) event or a tank rupture from a vessel
collision, there is the potential for the spill to impact on state waters and/or shorelines. Relevant state
legislation in listed in Appendix A.

1.6.3. Environmental Guidelines, Standards and Codes of Practice

A number of international codes of practice and guidelines are relevant to environmental management of the
petroleum activity. Those considered most relevant are listed in Appendix A.

1.7. Definitions

The definitions provided for in the Environment Regulations take precedence throughout the EP. Important
terms used in the EP which warrant definition and are not defined by the Environment Regulations are
provided in Table 1-3.

Table 1-3: Definitions

Term Definition

Acceptable level The specified amount of environmental impact and risk that an activity may have which is tolerable,
is consistent with all relevant principles, and does not compromise the
management/conservation/protection objectives of the environment.

Activity Refers to a ‘petroleum activity’ as defined under the OPGGS(E)R as: petroleum activity means
operations or works in an offshore area undertaken for the purpose of exercising a right conferred
on a petroleum titleholder under the Act by a petroleum title or discharging an obligation imposed
on a petroleum titleholder by the Act or a legislative instrument under the Act.

For the Otway Exploration Drilling Program the ‘activity’ is described in Section 2 and includes seabed

surveys and the drilling of up to 6 exploration wells, and the use of a drilling rig, vessels and
associated equipment.

As low as reasonably The ALARP principle refers to reducing impacts and risk to a level that is "as low as reasonably
practicable (ALARP) practicable’. In practice, this means that the titleholder has to show through reasoned and supported
arguments that there are no other practicable options that could reasonably be adopted to reduce
impacts and risks further, i.e. to demonstrate that the cost involved in reducing the impact or risk
further would be grossly disproportionate to the benefit gained.

Consequence The consequence of an impact or risk is the potential outcome of the activity or event on affected
*Linked to nature and scale | receptors (particular values and sensitivities) and can be positive, neutral or negative.

Control measure A system, an item of equipment, a person or a procedure, that is used as a basis for managing
environmental impacts and risks.

Environment Defined under the OPGGS(E)R (Environment Regulations) 2023 as:

(Values and Sensitivities) *  ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities

* natural and physical resources
.
Linked to receptors * the qualities and characteristics of locations, places and areas, and

* the heritage value of places
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Term

Definition

and includes:

* the social, economic and cultural features of the matters mentioned above.

Environmental aspect

An element of an activity that interacts or can interact with the environment. Environmental aspects
can have a direct impact on the environment, contribute only partially or indirectly to a larger
environmental change or create a risk to one or more environmental receptors. Aspects can be
planned (inherent part of the activity i.e., light) or unplanned (not part of the activity i.e., spill).

Environmental hazard

A potential source of harm or damage to the environment, human health, or safety.

Environmental impact

A change to the environment, whether adverse or beneficial, that wholly or partly results from an
activity.

Environmental
Performance

The performance of a titleholder in relation to the Environmental Performance Outcomes (EPO) and
Environmental Performance Standards (EPS) in an Environment Plan.

Environmental
performance outcome
(EPO)

A measurable level of performance required for the management of environmental aspects of an
activity to ensure that environmental impacts and risks will be of an acceptable level.

Environmental
performance standard
(EPS)

A statement of the performance required of a control measure.

Environmental risk

A change which could occur to one or more environmental receptors, that is caused either wholly or
partly by one or more environmental aspects associated with an activity. Environmental risks have a
degree of likelihood, and are not certain to occur.

Event

An occurrence of a set of circumstances. An event can be one or more occurrences and can have
several causes.

Functions, Interests and
Activities (FIA)

Functions: Refers to a power of duty to do something.
Activities: To be read broadly and is broader than the definition of ‘activity’ in section 5 of the
Environment Regulations and is likely directed to what the relevant person is already doing.

Interests: To be construed as conforming with the accepted concept of “interest” in other areas of
public administrative law includes “any interest possessed by an individual whether or not the
interest amounts to a legal right or is a proprietary or financial interest or relates to reputation.

Inherent impact and risk

The level of impact or risk with ‘legislative and other requirement’ controls in place, before the
application of additional control measures.

Likelihood

The likelihood is the chance (or probability) of the event occurring, and only applies to risks.

Measurement criteria

A clear and objective way to evaluate environmental performance. They define how environmental
performance will be measured and whether EPOs and EPS have been met during the activity

*Nature and scale

The nature and scale of environmental impacts and risks is determined by an assessment of:
e  Extent: the area that will be affected by an impact or may be affected by a risk

e  Severity: the level of environmental impact or risk determined by the consequence
category, and

e  Duration: How often (frequency) and how long an impact will, or risk may, interact with
the environment.

*Receptors

Features of the environment that may be affected by impacts and risks.

Relevant Person

An authority, organisation or person specified under Division 3 of the Environment Regulations

Residual impact and risk

The impact or risk remaining after additional control measures have been applied (i.e. after
treatment of inherent impacts and risks)

Uncertainty

The degree or lack of confidence in a statement, prediction, or position.
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2. Description of the Activity

Section 21(1) of the Environment Regulations requires that the Environment Plan (EP) contains a
comprehensive description of the activity, including the following:

e The location or locations of the activity

e General details of the construction and layout of any facility

e An outline of the operational details of the activity and proposed timetables, and

e Any additional information relevant to consideration of environmental impacts and risks of the activity.

This chapter provides a comprehensive description of, and context about, the proposed exploration activities
and aspects of the activities that interact with the environment, in order to inform the identification and
evaluation of environmental impacts and risks. It describes the scope and bounds of the exploration program,
including spatial extent and duration, operational schedule and plan, and activity timeframes, so that there is
certainty regarding the activity proposed.

As described in Section 2.2.9, development of the activity scope and spatial extent has been an iterative
process, with continual refinement undertaken in response to consultation feedback, public comment and
regulator assessment. Through this continual refinement, ConocoPhillips Australia has been able to achieve
significant reduction in potential nature and scale of impacts and risks, as demonstrated in Appendix A. This
section and the subsequent impact and risk assessments describe the proposed petroleum activity, taking into
account activity limitations (Section 2.3) and other refinements (as described in relevant impact and risk
assessment sections).

The broader design envelope described below forms the basis for environmental assessment, to ensure that
all activities and contingencies are included within the scope of this EP. Where an activity or activity
component is not described within the design envelope, it will not form part of the EP acceptance and may
require a revision to the EP.

Any contradiction to the activity description in other areas of the EP is unintentional and information in this
chapter takes precedent.

2.1, Activity Design, Location and Timing

The design of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program has been influenced by exploration objectives,
environmental impact and risk assessment findings, and consultation feedback. The program consists of a
number of activities related to seabed survey, drilling and support operations which are described in more
detail in the following sections.

The program design can best be described using two parameters:

e The Design Envelope: being the broadest timeframe and spatial extent of the program, and
e The Operating Envelope: which will narrow the timing and location of the program.

2.1.1. Design Envelope

The design envelope is defined by operational areas and maximum durations, as shown in Table 2-1. The
design envelope represents the greatest possible spatial and temporal extent of the petroleum activity, in
order to inform identification of worst-case environmental impacts and risks.

Operational Areas represent the broadest area within which petroleum activities can occur. Operational areas
are located predominantly within the relevant petroleum titles (T/49P and VIC/P79) and have been selected
based on similar constraints around rig operations and well design. Where operational areas extend outside
of the existing petroleum titles, ConocoPhillips Australia will apply for and secure an Access Authority (AA), as
relevant, from the National Offshore Titles Administrator (NOPTA), prior to the commencement of activities
in these areas (Org ID: 593, Event ID: 3134, FB ID: 264). Activities in these areas will be ‘other than drilling a
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well’ and may include the placement of anchors, the collection of geophysical and geotechnical data, and the
operation of vessels.

The operational areas for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program are shown in Figure 1-1. Water depths within
operational areas range from approximately 53 m to 200 m (Activity Limitation (AL) #3).

Vessels will traverse from coastal departure locations to the operational areas and may reside outside of the
operational areas from time to time. However, vessels moving to or residing outside operational areas are not
considered part of the petroleum activity until such time that they enter an operational area.

The initial activity involves completing seabed surveys over a maximum of nine locations, which will commence
no earlier than 1 January 2025. Drilling commencement and will occur no earlier than 1 March 2025. The term
of the approval for these activities will continue until 31 December 2028, to allow for the drilling of a maximum

of six exploration wells and to account for rig availability.

Table 2-1: Design envelope

Parameter

Seabed Survey

Drilling

Earliest Start Date

1 January 2025

1 March 2025

Latest Finish Date

31 December 2028

31 December 2028

Maximum Number of Locations

9 (to support confirmation of final
drilling locations)

6 (2 firm wells and up to 4 optional
wells)

Maximum Spatial Extent (within
which activity can occur)for the
exploration program

3,271.4 km? Operational Areas
associated with T/49P and VIC/P79

3,271.4 km? Operational Areas
associated with T/49P and VIC/P79

associated with T/49P

VIC/P79 spatial extent 2139.4 km? Operational Area | 2139.4 km? Operational Area
associated with VIC/P79 associated with VIC/P79
T/49P spatial extent 1132.0 km? Operational Area | 1132.0 km? Operational Area

associated with T/49P

2.1.2. Operating Envelope

The operating envelope presents a narrowing of the timing and location of activities, as shown in Table 2-2, to
the minimum extent required to complete the exploration program. This refinement to the activity description
considers consultation feedback, public comment and regulator assessment, and is designed to further reduce
the nature and scale of potential impacts and risks. ConocoPhillips Australia is committed to undertaking the
petroleum activity within the bounds of the operating envelope.

The seabed survey is predicted to take up to one week at each of the nine locations, excluding vessel transit
time between locations, and is expected to cover an area of 6 x 6 km around each of the proposed drilling
areas. A 500 m radius Safe Navigation Area (SNA) will be established around seabed survey vessels and any
towed equipment when conducting seabed survey activities.

A Drilling Area will be established around each exploration well within the broader operational areas. Each
drilling area will be represented by an approximately 2 km radius cautionary zone around the well site while
the rig is moored on location. This radius encompasses the outer extent of mooring equipment and the 500 m
Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ). The approximately 2 km radius drilling areas represent the area within which
other marine users may be displaced while the drilling rig is on location.

Each well will typically take 30-40 days to drill, but may take up to a maximum of 90 days to account for
potential operational delays and environmental constraints like weather events. Drilling days may occur back-
to-back but are more likely to occur over planned unspecified intervals to allow time for equipment
deployment, weather delays, contractor downtime, equipment maintenance and movement between wells.
After a well is completed, the drilling rig is moved to the next location.

ABU2-000-EN-V01-D-00008 20 December 2024

Rev 004 33 of 1001

Official copy located in EDMS. Unstamped, printed copies are UNCONTROLLED documents and MAY NOT BE CURRENT



Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan

Seabed survey, drilling and support operations will be conducted on a 24-hour, 7-day per week basis.

Table 2-2: Operating envelope

Parameter Seabed Survey Drilling

Maximum Duration 1 week per seabed survey location Up to 90 days of drilling per location

Maximum Spatial Extent (within | 324 km? (Maximum of nine locations, | 75 km? (Maximum of six locations*, each
which activity will occur) for the | each 6 x 6 km) within Operational | a ~2 km radius Drilling Area) within
exploration program Areas Operational Areas

VIC/P79-North Spatial Extent 72-108 km? (2-3 locations, each 6 x 6 | 25 km? (2 locations, each a ~2 km radius

km) Drilling Area)

VIC/P79-South Spatial Extent 144-180 km? (4-5 locations, each 6 x 6 | 38-50 km? (3-4 locations, each a ~2 km
km) radius Drilling Area)

T/49P Spatial Extent 36-72 km? (1-2 locations, each 6 x 6 | 12.5 km? (1 location, with a ~2 km radius
km) Drilling Area)

* Maximum number of wells is 6. For example, should four wells be drilled within VIC/P79-South, one less well
would be drilled in either VIC/P79-North or T/49P (see Section 2.3).

2.1.2.1. Process to Select Final Drilling Locations

The process for selecting final drilling locations involves the completion of seismic data processing,
interpretation of the data to select targets with a high probability of success, and analysis of the efficiency of
the drilling program to confirm resources with the least amount of wells, and the resultant impacts and
potential risks associated with each.

The timing for the identification of the two firm drilling locations is currently scheduled for late 2024. Both of
these wells are expected to be located within VIC/P79-South. The identification of the four optional well
locations is dependent on the findings from the firm well program and the ongoing analysis of seismic data for
other areas, and will be completed within the term of the EP. Consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia have
undertaken to assess the environmental impacts and risks associated with seabed survey and drilling activities
conducted at worst-case locations within the broader operational areas defined in the design envelope. This
ensures that the impacts and risks associated with seabed surveys and drilling activities in all potential area
are assessed, whereas actual seabed surveys and drilling activities will only be undertaken within the smaller
spatial extents defined in the operating envelope.

The operational areas (Figure 1-1) represent the area within which all petroleum activities will occur and are
located predominantly within relevant permit areas (T/49P and VIC/P79). Areas outside of the permit areas
will be covered by AAs, as relevant, prior to the commencement of activities in these areas.

2.1.3. Activity Schedule

The design and operating envelope provide the maximum and expected durations and timeframes for the
activity. To support the assessment of impacts and risks, particularly those where cumulative impacts are
predicted or where values and sensitivities of the receiving environment vary temporally, ConocoPhillips
Australia has provided an indicative schedule (duration in days) for the drilling of each well (Table 2-3). Seabed
surveys will be undertaken in advance of MODU mobilisation as part of a separate vessel campaign, and it is
likely that anchor pre-lay will also take place up to 3 months prior to the MODU transiting to the drilling area.
Once the MODU is on location and drilling commences, the remaining activities will be undertaken
sequentially, with the MODU only moving off location when all activities are complete (unless an emergency
situation occurs).
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Table 2-3: Indicative activity schedule (per well location)

Activity Indicative Considerations
Duration

Seabed survey 7 days Up to 1 week per well location

Anchor pre-lay 4-6 days Depending on weather and final mooring design.
May occur up to 3 months prior to transit of the MODU to the drilling
area.

Drilling  operations, | 30-90 days Expected duration of 30-40 days per well. Maximum of 90 days

including P&A accounting for weather delays

Well formation | 12 hours VSP (or similar) limited to 1 test in VIC/P79-North (AL#4) and one test in

evaluation T/49P (AL#6).

Flaring Up to 100 hours | DST (which includes flaring) is limited to 1 DST in VIC/P79-North (AL#4),
2 DSTs in VIC/P79-South (AL#5) and 1 DST in T/49P (AL#6).

TOTAL per  well | 54 -109 days 54 days if no well test, no flaring, and no weather delays.

location 109 days if DST and well test conducted (only possible for one well in
VIC/P79-North and one well in T/49P) and maximum expected weather
delays during drilling operations.

Drilling of all wells within the scope of this EP will be undertaken with the same MODU, therefore there will
be no overlap in timings of drilling activities. The MODU will need to demobilise and transit between each
location, resulting in a buffer period between each well when drilling will not be occurring. In practice, it is
likely that operational down-time will extend that buffer period due to weather, crew changes, restocking and
the release of the rig to conduct other activities not within the scope of this EP.

Seabed surveys will be undertaken in either a single or several campaigns within the operating envelope
described above, and only one seabed survey will be conducted at a time by ConocoPhillips Australia within
the operational areas.

It is not considered credible that seabed surveys will be undertaken at the same time as drilling activities,
therefore no concurrent activities are predicted as part of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program.

2.2.

This section outlines the operational details of the activities undertaken as part of the overall petroleum
activity, which interact with the environment and therefore have the potential to result in environmental
impacts or risks to the existing environment. They include seabed survey, drilling and support activities.

Operational Details of the Petroleum Activity

2.2.1. Seabed Surveys

Seabed surveys will be undertaken to assess the state of the seabed at up to 9 potential drilling and anchoring
locations (AL#7). Note: There are more seabed survey locations then well locations to account for any
unexpected finds, such as underwater cultural heritage, that may require the drilling location to be moved.
Survey techniques may consist of multibeam echosounder (MBES), side scan sonar (SSS), sub-bottom profiling
(SBP), magnetometry and imagery, as well as limited geotechnical sampling to validate other survey
information and confirm anchoring and benthic conditions.

MBES, SSS and SBP are typically conducted simultaneously. Magnetometry may be conducted at the same
time or may be completed sequentially depending on data quality implications, the identification of anomalies
requiring further investigation and/or target areas.

The positioning of geophysical surveys, and drilling operations, may require the use of ultra-short baseline
(USBL) techniques including transducers mounted on the ship hull, and transponders mounted on the seafloor,
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on an ROV or towed above the seafloor. Positional transponders with recoverable frames will be specified in
the scope of work for the rig positioning contract to facilitate removal from the seafloor. The typical footprint
of the frame is approximately 0.2 m? and has been considered in this assessment.

Data from the geophysical survey may be used to determine geotechnical sampling locations. Geotechnical
sampling will include grab sampling, core sampling and penetrometer tests. These techniques are used to
determine shallow and surface geology / sediments and verify SSS and imagery interpretations. Seabed
sampling equipment is deployed over the side of a vessel and placed on the seabed where the sample is
collected. Locations of sampling will be decided following assessment of SSS and imagery. At each of the nine
seabed survey locations, up to 36 geotechnical samples may be collected, with an indicative footprint of
0.072 m? per sample and 2.6 m? for 36 samples at each seabed survey location. The total footprint for
geotechnical sampling across the Otway Exploration Drilling Program is, therefore, 23.3 m? for all nine seabed
survey locations.

Seabed surveys will be conducted by one or two vessels travelling at slow speeds during data acquisition, or
stationery using dynamic positioning (DP) with no anchoring e.g., during geotechnical sampling. There will be
a 500 m radius Safe Navigation Area (SNA) established around the survey vessel and any towed equipment for
the duration of the activity.

Survey vessels run on a light marine fuel such as marine diesel oil (MDO), or marine gas oil (MGO) and no
refuelling is typically required at sea. Vessels routinely discharge a variety of wastewater streams to the
marine environment including sewage and greywater, putrescible waste, cooling water, brine, and oily bilge
water (see Table 2-7).

In the event of unsafe environmental conditions (e.g., heavy sea state), equipment may be retrieved, and/or
survey vessel(s) may transit away from the operational areas to a safer location, noting that once a vessel
leaves the operational area, it is no longer undertaking a petroleum activity.

Environmentally relevant details for the seabed survey to inform impact and risk assessment are provided in
Table 2-4.

Table 2-4: Environmentally relevant details for seabed surveys

Parameter

Details

Environmentally Relevant Information

Exclusion Zone(s) around
vessel(s) and any towed
equipment

500 m Safe Navigation Area (SNA)

Represents the area within which other marine
users will be displaced.

Positioning

positioning operating during
specific activities e.g. grab sampling

Total Crew | 20 people on board (POB) Informs the volumes of sewage, greywater, brine

Accommodation and putrescible (e.g. food) wastes generated.

Endurance at Sea Varies depending on activities being | Informs the maximum duration at sea, with
conducted refuelling and crew transfers occurring in-port.

Largest Fuel Tank 350 m3light fuel Informs a worse-case credible oil spill risk in event

of vessel collision.

Fuel Type Marine Diesel Qil, Marine Gas Oil

Propulsion - Main | Source levels from main engines | Informs expected continuous (non-impulsive)

Engines and Dynamic | operating at all times, and dynamic | sound levels during specific activities.

Propulsion and Power —
equipment types

Main engines, generators and bow
thrusters

Result in discharges of cooling and oily bilge
waters and inform the potential for water quality
and associated impacts.

Lighting for Navigation
and Safe Work

Minimum for safe

operations

required

Informs the potential for lighting impacts.
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Parameter Details Environmentally Relevant Information
Geotechnical survey | Piezocone penetration tests (CPTu), | Informs the area of seabed interaction
techniques grab and core sampling
Geophysical survey | Sub-bottom profiling (representing | Informs a worse-case credible impulsive sound
techniques the survey technique with the | level during geophysical sampling.

loudest sound source)
Fuel consumption 7 m3/day Informs emissions to atmosphere.

2.2.2. Drilling Operations

Up to a maximum of six exploration wells will be drilled using a single semi-submersible mobile offshore drilling
unit (MODU, rig or drilling rig) (AL#8). Each individual exploration well will be drilled, evaluated, tested and
then plugged and abandoned prior to moving on to the next exploration well as all wells will be drilled with a
single drilling rig (Org ID: 593, Event ID: 3133, FB ID: 257; Org ID: 470, Reyhall Pty Ltd, Event ID: 2417, FB ID:
124).

Drilling involves a number of steps, as detailed in this chapter, including:

e Movement of the drilling rig within the operational area, including entry to and exit from the area.

e Establishment and recovery of mooring equipment including the deployment and recovery of anchors
and mooring lines, including potential for pre-laying anchors (which may take 4-6 days to complete
depending on weather and the final mooring design) before the drilling rig arrives. [Point updated in
response to Matter: 117].

e Drilling conductor and surface hole sections, both of which are then cased in steel pipe and cemented
in place. Drilling of the surface hole including the initial penetration will disturb approximately 0.67 m?
per well.

e Installing a blowout preventer (BOP), an assembly of specialised safety valves put in place well before
drilling into the reservoir, that is used in the unlikely event of an emergency to control well pressure
and prevent a loss of well control release.

e Installing a marine riser to return drilling fluids and cuttings to the rig for reconditioning, recirculation
and/or discharge while drilling continues towards the target reservoir.

e Drilling and constructing the well to the target gas formation, with the installation of cemented casing
strings, and then evaluating formations to determine if they contain and can produce hydrocarbons.

e Inthe event that a hydrocarbon reservoir is discovered, the well may be tested by flowing
hydrocarbons to the surface for analysis and then flaring through the flare boom.

e Contingency activities such as sidetrack drilling, re-drilling sections and re-spudding of a well.

e General operations associated with the use of a drilling rig, vessels, helicopters and remotely operated
vehicles (ROVs) within the operational area, and

e Permanently plugging the well with cement barriers and removing all equipment from the seafloor.

Additional detail on these steps is provided in the following sections, with collated environmentally relevant
details for drilling operations, including well evaluation and testing, provided in Table 2-5 to inform the impact
and risk assessments. Additional specifications for the drilling rig are provided in Table 2-6.

Table 2-5: Environmentally relevant details for drilling operations

Parameter Details Environmentally Relevant Information

500 m radius Petroleum Safety Zone .
Represents the area around each drilling

PSz
Exclusion Zone(s) (PS2) ) ) . location within which other marine users will
Approximately 2 km radius cautionary be displaced
zone
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Parameter

Details

Environmentally Relevant Information

Total
Accommodation

Crew

Rig: up to 140 people on board (POB)

Vessels: typically 20-40, but up to 60
POB each

Informs the volumes of sewage, greywater,
brine and putrescible (e.g. food) wastes
generated.

Endurance at Sea

Varies depending on equipment and
materials including bulk transfers of
chemicals, wastes and supplies

Informs where activities may take place:

Resupply of the rig will occur within the
operational area.

Refuelling of the rig will occur within the
operational area.

Largest Externally Exposed
Fuel Tank for Vessels

350 m?light fuel

Fuel Type

Marine Diesel Oil, Marine Gas Oil

Informs a worse-case credible oil spill risk in
event of vessel collision.

Rig Operations

Source levels from vibrating equipment
and drilling

Support Vessel Propulsion

Source levels from main engines
operating at all times, and dynamic
positioning operating during specific
activities e.g. resupply

Informs expected non-impulsive sound

levels during specific activities.

Mooring System

Maximum of 12 anchors and chains
averaging 1.6 km in length contacting
the seafloor each

Informs the area of seabed interaction

Source levels from thrusters

Informs a worse-case credible non-impulsive
sound level during heavy sea states.

Propulsion and Power -
Equipment Types

Main engines, generators and bow
thrusters

Result in discharges of cooling water and
generation of oily bilge waters and informs
the potential for water quality and
associated impacts.

Lighting for Navigation and
Safe Work

Minimum required for safe operations

Informs the potential for lighting impacts.

Flow Rates to Flare and
Duration

Maximum of 40 MMscf/d flow rate, for
100 hours per well at up to a maximum
of 4 wells over multiple short-term
events (AL#4, AL#5, AL#6)

Informs emissions to atmosphere and light
emissions.

Vertical Seismic Profiling (representing

Informs a worse-case credible impulsive

Well Evaluation . . . sound level during well evaluation over a
. the evaluation technique with the . . .
Techniques loudest sound source) maximum 12-hour testing period per well at
up to 2 well locations (AL#4, AL#5, AL#6).
Table 2-6: Typical moored semi-submersible specifications (based on Transocean Equinox)
Component Specification
Dimensions 116 m long by 97 m wide

Main deck height (at operational draft)

22 m (approximately)

Derrick height (at operational draft)

85 m (approximately)

Transit speed 7 knots
Fuel oil storage 2,600 m?
Potable water storage 681 m3
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Component Specification
Drill water storage 1,508 m3
Brine storage 680 m?
Base oil storage 629 m?
Liquid mud storage 1,445 m3
Bulk material storage 340 m?
Sack storage 177 m3

2.2.2.1. Transit and Anchoring

The rig will either mobilise with its own propulsion system and/or be towed into position by Anchor Handling
Tug Supply (AHTS) vessels between either a Victorian port or another location within Commonwealth waters.

The rig will be held in position by moorings typically spread (either 8 or 12 anchors depending on the
contracted rig), in a radial pattern extending from the drilling rig within the ~2 km radius drilling area and may
be supplemented by a thruster assisted mooring system.

Anchors will be laid in position by the AHTS vessels. The anchor lay activities may occur up to 3 months prior
to transit of the MODU to an operational area. Anchor lay and repositioning activities may also occur during
the transit period or when the MODU is within an operational area. Once the MODU is connected to the
anchors via the mooring lines the MODU will winch in the slack from the mooring lines to the required tension.

The anchors will not be located more than approximately 2 km from the MODU. Each anchor has an anchor
chain, of which no more than an average of 1.6 km will lie on the seabed. Each anchor and its chain will not
occupy more than 500 m? of the seabed on average. The anchor handling and positioning activities end when
all anchors and anchor chains are removed from an operational area.

2.2.2.2. Routine Operations

Up to three support vessels may be present within the operational area at any one time. Each support vessel
will typically have 20-40 persons on board (POB), but no more than 60 POB. The MODU will have no more than
140 POB. Routine discharges from seabed survey vessels, the MODU and support vessels are presented in
Table 2-7.

MODU refuelling (bunkering) will occur approximately once a month, or as required, during the activity within
the operational areas. Vessel refuelling will occur at port. Helicopter refuelling may occur on the MODU during
the activity.

Routine discharges from the MODU and each support vessel within each drilling area are estimated below
based on data provided for similar activities in the area.

Table 2-7: Routine discharges from seabed vessels, the MODU and support vessels within the operational areas
(Vessel ~40 POB and MODU 140 POB)

Discharge Type

MODU Typical quantities

Vessel Typical Quantities (each)

Putrescible Waste

280 kg/day (2 kg pp/day)

80 kg/day (2 kg pp/day)

Treated Sewage and Grey Water

60.2 m3/day (0.43 m3 pp/day)

17.5 m3/day (0.43 m3 pp/day)

Treated Oily Water

80 L/day (combined)

Treated Bilge Water

Limited to holding capacity of bilge on vessel and MODU (combined)

RO Brine

170 m3/day (combined)

Cooling Water

4,800 m3/day (combined)
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Atmospheric Emissions (e-C0O2) 135-247 ktCO,e (combined for seabed survey and drilling activities)

2.2.3. Drilling Activities

Drilling activities relevant to environmental management include the application of drilling fluids, the
management of drill cuttings, cementing operations, well testing, plug and abandonment and contingency
activities.

2.2.3.1.  Drilling Fluids, Cuttings and Blow-Out Preventer (BOP)

Drilling fluids (also known as drilling muds) are used in drilling operations to carry rock cuttings to the surface
and to lubricate and cool the drill bit. All well sections will be drilled using water based drilling fluid (WBDF),
with no use or discharge of non-aqueous drilling fluids (NADFs) planned during the activity. Discharges of
drilling fluids and cuttings, and discharges from BOP testing and latching have been quantified in Table 2-8.

Riserless Section

A combination of seawater and high-viscosity gel sweeps will be used as drilling fluid for the initial conductor
and surface-hole sections, with discharge to the seabed. Gel sweeps are typically comprised of pre-hydrated
bentonite, viscosifier (e.g. Xanthum gum) and often a small concentration of soda ash. Up to approximately
420 m3 of cuttings and 1750 m? drilling fluids are discharged during drilling top-hole sections, for each well
(see Table 2-8).

Installation of Riser and BOP

After drilling of the riserless section is complete, a riser and Blow-out Preventer (BOP) are installed.
Water-based Drilling Fluid

Subsequent intermediate and target-hole sections will be drilled with water-based drilling fluids (WBDF) with
each well using approximately 2980 to 4580 bbl of drilling fluid. The riser will return drilling fluids and cuttings
to the MODU, where the drilling fluids will be separated using solids control equipment (SCE). The SCE may
include, but is not limited to, shale shakers to remove coarse cuttings from the drilling mud. The cuttings are
typically discharged below the water line and the mud is recirculated into the fluid system. Approximately 300
m? of cuttings and 2000 m? of drilling fluids on cuttings may be discharged to sea during and following drilling
of bottom-hole sections for each well, including potential side-track. Drilling fluids may be discharged
intermittently in batches ranging from around 1 m?3 to 400 m® and depending on volume, may be discharged
over a matter of minutes or several hours.

BOP

The BOP is an assembly of specialised safety valves put in place in the early stages of drilling (before drilling
into any target zones) to be used in the case of an emergency to control well pressure and prevent a blowout.
It is installed between the wellhead system and the seabed. Once installed, all further drilling is conducted
through the BOP. The BOP is tested every 7-days. During testing approximately 2200 L of potable water with
3 % water-soluble control fluid is released, and smaller volumes are released when latching and unlatching the
BOP at the start and end of each well.

2.2.3.2. Cementing Operations

Cement is used to seal the casing following drilling of each section. Primary cement jobs are planned for
cementing the conductor, surface casing and intermediate strings in place with each well using approximately
1150 to 1600 bbl of cement. These cement jobs will provide a structural base for the well and are critical to
well integrity. Any cement remaining after the cement operations would be discharged to the seabed.

Prior to the commencement of cementing operations, the cementing unit is tested resulting in a discharge of

between 2.4 m3 to 8 m3 of cement slurry to sea per well. Cement is used at other key junctures of the well
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installation process to provide well integrity. In some cases, excess cement will be circulated back to surface
and discharged into the sea. This will not exceed 40 m?® per well plus 25 m? excess at the final well location.

Routine cement discharges from the drilling operations are quantified below (Table 2-8), based on data
provided for similar activities in the area.

Table 2-8: Routine drilling discharges within drilling area

Discharge type Typical quantities
Drilling Cuttings — Seabed Discharge 420 m3 per well
Drilling Cuttings — Surface Discharge 300 m3 per well
Water-based Mud — Seabed Discharge 1750 m3 per well
Water-based Mud — Surface Discharge 2000 m3 per well

Cement Discharges to sea — from testing, spoils | <40 m3 per well and up to 25 m3 excess at final well location
and excess volumes

Cement Discharges to seabed — Riserless | 30 m3 per well
Sections
BOP Hydraulic Fluids 2,200 L of potable water with 3 % water soluble control fluid every 7 days, and

smaller volumes when latching and unlatching BOP at the start/end of each well.

2.2.4. Well Formation Evaluation

Downhole formation evaluation will be performed on two wells (AL#4, AL#5, AL#6). This may include both
Logging Whilst Drilling (LWD) and/or Wireline Logging. The following logs may be acquired: Gamma Ray log,
Resistivity logs, Neutron Porosity, Density logs, Sonic logs, Formation Pressure measurements, Vertical Seismic
Profile (VSP or CheckShot), Borehole Image log and coring (full hole core or sidewall core).

Well formation evaluation may be conducted over up to seven days, with VSP (or similar) undertaken for a
maximum duration of 12 hours per well, for a maximum of 2 wells, during this process (Org ID: 5, Colac Otway
Shire Council, Event ID: 2665, FB ID: 138). Small volumes of gas may be vented during wireline logging, testing
and sampling.

2.2.5. Well Testing

The type of hydrocarbon is expected to be gas with a potential for associated condensate. If hydrocarbons are
found and confirmed, up to a maximum of 4 drill stem tests (DSTs) may be undertaken (AL#4, AL#5, AL#6). The
purpose of a well test (DST) is to confirm the existence of transportable hydrocarbons, evaluate target
characteristics and flow rates, assess non-hydrocarbon components, measure liquid yields, and obtain
representative fluid samples.

During the well test, reservoir fluids are flowed to a temporary process and handling facility on the MODU,
with all reservoir and production parameters being recorded during this process. The fluid streams will be
separated into oil, gas and water phases using a temporary production separator. Any flammable
hydrocarbons will be diverted to the flare booms for flaring via high efficiency burners. There is no planned
cold venting of hydrocarbons during the well test, although there may be incidental unburnt hydrocarbon gas
emitted if flowing to the surge tank, and when lines are purged at the completion of the test. Non-flammable
fluids and, although considered unlikely for exploration wells, any produced formation water that may be
present in the wellbore, will be passed through a water filtration system to reduce the oil in water content to
below 30ppm prior to overboard discharge. Fluid not meeting the 30ppm criteria which cannot be cleanly
flared will be stored in tanks for later onshore disposal.

During the well test, a steam heat exchanger will likely be utilised to heat the process fluids to both prevent
hydrate formation and avoid exceeding minimum temperature ratings. The water that condenses from the
steam during this process will be discharged to sea.
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To mitigate the risk of hydrate formation, methanol may be injected into the process stream during the well
test at rates of approximately 1 to 5 L/min. The methanol will either be flared or passed through the oil-in-
water treatment package if dissolved in the water phase. Note that methanol injection would cease as soon
as process temperature is sufficiently high to avoid hydrate formation. A mixture of monoethylene glycol
(MEG) and water may also be used for hydrate prevention if there are well intervention operations — if this
mixture is recovered it will be passed through the oil-in-water treatment package.

Flaring is only proposed to be conducted for a maximum of 4 wells, and active flaring will be limited to 100 hrs
per well (AL#4, AL#5, AL#6), which may comprise several short-term flaring events. Flow rates are predicted
to be in the range of 8 MMscf to 20 MMscf per day, with a maximum up 40 MMscf per day. ConocoPhillips
will minimise the total flaring time by continuously monitoring the reservoir and production parameters during
the well test to ensure that flaring will cease as soon as the required data has been collected.

Upon completing the well test, the well will be ‘killed’ by pumping specialised well control fluids, known as kill
mud or kill weight fluid, into the well at a carefully calculated rate and density. This is done to exert enough
hydrostatic pressure to overcome the formation pressure and halt the flow from the formation. The well will
then be plugged and abandoned as per the approved abandonment program.

2.2.6. Plugging and Abandonment

ConocoPhillips Australia will plug and abandon (P&A) each exploration well, prior to moving the MODU off
location, to complete the drilling activity. P&A involves permanently sealing the wellbore. This involves sealing
the reservoir section and isolating different permeable formations to prevent crossflow. This then mitigates
the risk of a potential release of well bore fluids to the marine environment.

Plugging the well involves the placement of cement plugs to provide a ‘rock to rock’ seal above each of the
permeable formations (hydrocarbon or water reservoirs). The rock to rock barrier could be through cement
plugs or a combination of cement plugs set adjacent to cemented casing where there is an impermeable
formation (cap rock). The specific number and placement of plugs depend on factors such as well depth, casing
design, formations encountered and regulatory requirements.

The cement used for each plug is carefully prepared and pumped into the wellbore under controlled
conditions. The cement is allowed to cure, creating a permanent barrier. Verification tests, such as tagging,
pressure tests and cement bond logs, are conducted to ensure the integrity and effectiveness of the cement
barriers meets the requirements outlined in the Well Operations Management Plan (WOMP).

Following P&A operations and confirmation of the permanent barriers, the wellhead is cut with the use of a
mechanical cutting tool and removed below the mudline (approximately 1.5 m below the seabed) leaving no
remaining well infrastructure on the seabed. The cutting process produces metal shavings (swarf), some of
which remain on the seabed. A survey of the seabed will be conducted by a Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV)
to confirm the seabed is clear of any debris.

Detailed records and documentation of the P&A process are prepared and submitted to regulatory authorities.
These records serve as a permanent record of the well's status and the actions taken during the P&A process.

2.2.7. Support Activities

There are three main support activities involving the use of vessels, aircraft and remotely operated vehicles
(ROVs). In the unlikely event of an emergency additional vessels and aircraft may be deployed to assist the
response efforts.

2.2.7.1. Vessels

The MODU and drilling activities will be supported by up to three vessels which will travel between the drilling
area and a local port for the duration of the activity. Support vessels are considered part of the activity when
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they are in an operational area. The vessels will either be stationary or operating at slow speeds while
undertaking activities within an operational area including:

e Towing the MODU to/from each well location

Supporting mooring and drilling activities

Monitoring the PSZ around the MODU

Providing MODU standby support including close standby

e Transferring of provisions (food, bulk materials, fuel), equipment and wastes to and from the MODU
and shore base (resupply operations), and

e Facilitating site and equipment inspections/surveys before and after MODU arrival.

The maximum size of externally positioned fuel tanks on vessels undertaking activities within an operational
area will be 350 m>. Details on routine vessel discharges within an operational area are included in Table 2-7
above.

Bulk dry cement and bentonite is transported to the MODU via supply vessels and transferred to dry bulk
storage tanks. During the transfer process, the holding tanks are vented to atmosphere, resulting in small
amounts of dry cement or bentonite being discharged from venting pipes located under the MODU. Routine
operational discharges within an operational area are detailed in Table 2-7.

Based on a review of operational details from Beach Energy’s Otway drilling campaign, conducted from
February 2021 to July 2022, resupply operations are predicted to occur near-daily for an average duration of
3 hours/day.

The transit of vessels outside the operational areas is outside the scope of EPs and are managed under the
Commonwealth Navigation Act 2012 (Org ID: 111 Australian Marine Conservation Society, Event ID: 3785,
4270, FB ID: 361).

2.2.7.2. Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROVs)

An ROV is a tethered underwater vehicle deployed from a vessel or from the MODU. ROVs are unoccupied,
highly manoeuvrable and operated by a crew aboard a vessel or MODU. They are linked by either a neutrally
buoyant tether or often when working in rough conditions or in deeper water a load carrying umbilical cable
is used along with a tether management system. Most ROVs are equipped with at least a video camera and
lights. Additional equipment may include sonars, magnetometers, a still camera, a manipulator or cutting arm,
water samplers, and instruments that measure water clarity, water temperature, water density, sound
velocity, light penetration, and temperature.

ROVs will be deployed and controlled from either the MODU or support vessel to undertake:

e Pre-activity seabed surveys

e Equipment deployment, monitoring and retrieval
o Tool deployment and operation

e BOP and riser inspection

e BOP activation under emergency conditions

2.2.7.3. Aircraft

Aircraft, including helicopters, fixed wing planes and drones, may be used to provide support for crew changes,
critical supply deliveries, surveillance and emergency response use. Helicopter operations may occur several
times per week and are considered part of the petroleum activity once within the drilling area. Refuelling of
helicopters may occur onboard the MODU during the activity.
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2.2.8. Contingency Activities
2.2.8.1. Side Tracking

A side track contingency has been included to cover the unlikely event that the well result is poor, geological
formations are encountered that are difficult to drill through, or damage to a well occurs that requires
bypassing.

If a side track is required, the initial hole would be abandoned in accordance with regulations using cement
plug(s) and a higher density cement plug or downhole kick-off tool (whipstock) would be used to generate a
separation (kick off) from the original well for side tracking. A window would be milled into the original casing
(and any cement) to create an opening for the new well and the drilling assembly would be guided through
the window to continue drilling the side track wellbore. Activities subsequent to side tracking will be the same
as was planned for the original wellbore.

2.2.8.2. Respudding

Respudding may be required if problems are encountered that result in it being impractical to continue to drill
in the current well. This may be due to down hole failure, or the well being constructed in a manner which is
outside of tolerance, e.g. excessive conductor inclination. Additionally a decision may be made to undertake
a geological side track to test an alternative bottom hole location. In this situation, the current well would be
abandoned in accordance with regulations and the MODU would be moved to an alternative location within
the area covered by seabed survey and well construction operations repeated. Problems requiring a respud
typically occur during riserless operations, where remediation options are more limited. Respudding will result
in an increased volume of cuttings and cement discharges.

2.2.8.3. Temporary Well Suspension

During drilling activities, the well may need to be temporarily suspended. Suspension involves establishing
suitable barriers, removing the riser and disconnecting the MODU from the well. The BOP may sometimes be
left in place to act as a barrier. Suspension may be short term (e.g. in the case of an extreme weather event)
or longer term (more than one year). On return to a well after suspension, the MODU reconnects to the well
with the BOP in place, barriers are removed and the drilling activity resumes.

2.2.9. Changes to the Activity Description

The activity envelopes presented in the initial project information sheets (February 2023), the Preliminary
Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (April 2023) and subsequent Project Updates and Information
Sheets, have been refined over time. The nature of specific changes and the reasons for them are summarised
below and continue to be communicated through regular updates and the Otway Consultation Hub (public
website).

August 2023: Initial narrowing and refinement of the operational areas based on operational constraints of
the drilling rig and ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing assessment of subsurface data.

e Reduction in the size of the operational areas: Resulting in a 456.2 km? (9%) reduction of total area. As
a result of this refinement, some operational areas now extend past title permit boundaries.

e Narrowing of operational water depths: The operational water depth range was narrowed from 35 —
670 m to 53 - 500 m.

June 2024: Further narrowing and refinement of the operational areas and scope of the proposed activity
based on ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing assessment of subsurface data, campaign objectives, outcomes
from the impact and risk assessments and feedback from relevant persons consultation and public comment.

e Further reduction in the size of operational areas: Resulting in a further 1233.7 km? (27%) reduction in
area. This represents a 34% reduction since the operational areas were initially described.
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e Further narrowing of operational water depths: The water depths of the operational areas have again
been refined from 53 — 500 m to 53 — 200 m. In addition, only one well will be drilled in water depths
greater than 125 m.

e Identification of maximum number of each activity type within each operational area and re-
evaluation of specific activity durations and

o The establishment of Activity Limitations as described below in Section 2.3.

2.3. Additional Information Relevant to Consideration of Environmental
Impacts and Risks of the Activity

The maturation of subsurface data has supported the ongoing narrowing and refinement of the activity scope
and bounds, including operational areas as described in Section 2.2.9. Consequently, a number of activity
limitations can now be identified for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program. These limitations bring together
feedback from relevant persons consultation and public comment, information from the environmental
impact and risk assessments and campaign drivers, as described below. Through implementation of the
described activity limitations, ConocoPhillips Australia has been able to achieve significant reduction in the
potential nature and scale of impacts and risks, as detailed in Appendix A.

AL#1: Operational areas limited to water depths between 53 m and 200 m — Reduced impacts associated
with activities in shallower water depths, minimising proximity to the coast and coastal islands, increasing
distance from sensitive coastal receptors including coastal communities, National Heritage Places, islands,
breeding colonies, haul-outs, reproduction biologically important areas for the southern right whale and near-
shore fisheries; and minimising activities in deep waters where sound propagation increases in the offshore
direction.

AL#2: Minimum of 5 km between a well in VIC/P79-North and a well in VIC/P79-South — Reduced cumulative
impacts associated with activities in VIC/P79, minimising the number of wells that can be drilled in close
proximity to one another.

AL#3: Activities within 125-200 m waters depth limited to:

3.1: 2 seabed surveys — Maximum number of surveys potentially required to support the drilling of one well
in deeper waters.

3.2: Drilling of 1 well + support activities — Reduced incidence of increased sound propagation in the offshore
direction, limiting potential impacts to fauna including cetaceans within biologically important areas and
cetaceans conducting biologically important behaviours.

AL#4: Activities within VIC/P79-North limited to revised operational areas and:
4.1: 3 seabed surveys — Maximum number of surveys potentially required to support the drilling of two wells.

4.2: Drilling of 2 wells' + support activities — Reduced number of potential wells within this area of high
productivity, limiting impacts to fauna including pinnipeds, the white shark and cetaceans within biologically
important areas, cetaceans conducting biologically important behaviours and seabirds including penguins and
shearwaters; other coastal and marine users; and cultural values and sensitivities including, but not limited to,

T See AL#8: Maximum number of wells drilled under the OEDP is 6
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Deen Maar, short-finned eels (Kooyang), southern right whales (Karntubul or Koontapool), pygmy blue whales
(Wuuloc) and fur-seals (Moorn).

4.3: 1 VSP Test (12 hours of VSP sound source activated at full-power) — Reduced number of potential VSPs
within this area (from 6 to 1) and reduced duration of VSP from 20 hours to 12 hours (per test), limiting impacts
to fauna including pinnipeds, sharks and cetaceans within biologically important areas and cetaceans
conducting biologically important behaviours; other coastal and marine users; and cultural values and
sensitivities including, but not limited to, Deen Maar, short-finned eels (Kooyang), southern right whales
(Karntubul or Koontapool), pygmy blue whales (Wuuloc) and fur-seals (Moorn).

4.4: 1 DST (100 hours of active flaring) — Reduced number of potential DSTs involving flaring within this area
(from 6 to 1) and reduced duration of flaring from 120 hours to 100 hours (per DST), limiting impacts to fauna
including seabirds such as shearwaters and the nocturnally foraging common diving petrel; other coastal and
marine users; and cultural values and sensitivities including, but not limited to, short-tailed shearwaters, Deen
Maar and surrounds.

4.4.1: No DST during 2-week period of shearwater fledging — Reduced impact to fledging shearwaters to
ALARP and acceptable levels. Adopted as the cost of two week delay to drilling schedule is not considered
grossly disproportionate the benefit given proximity to shearwater colonies on Deen Maar and Middle Island
(~17 km) and lux levels received at these locations.

AL#5: Activities within VIC/P79-South limited to revised operational areas and:
5.1: 5 seabed surveys — Maximum number of surveys potentially required to support the drilling of four wells.

5.2: Drilling of 4 wells* + support activities — Reduced number of potential wells within this area (from 6 to 4).
Area is greatest distance from any coastline and represents area of least impact to majority of coastal and
marine users; and to coastal cultural values and sensitivities.

5.3: No VSPs in this area — Reduced number of potential VSPs within this area (from 6 to 0) limiting impacts
to fauna including pinnipeds, sharks and cetaceans within biologically important areas and cetaceans
conducting biologically important behaviours; other coastal and marine users; and cultural values and
sensitivities including, but not limited to short-finned eels (Kooyang), southern right whales (Karntubul or
Koontapool), pygmy blue whales (Wuuloc) and fur-seals (Moorn).

5.4: 2 DSTs (200 hours of active flaring) — Reduced number of potential DSTs involving flaring within this area
(from 6 to 2) and reduced duration of flaring from 120 hours to 100 hours (per DST). Area is greatest distance
from any coastline and represents area of least impact to light sensitive birds including orange-bellied parrot
and shearwater fledglings; most coastal and marine users; and to coastal cultural values and sensitivities.

5.5: No more than 3 wells drilled within any 12 month period — Reduced cumulative impacts as this limits the
drilling of more than 3 wells within this area in any 12 months period.

AL#6: Activities within T/49P limited to revised operational areas and:
6.1: 2 seabed surveys — Maximum number of surveys potentially required to support the drilling of one well.

6.2: Drilling of 1 well' + support activities — Reduced number of potential wells within this area (from 6 to 1),
limiting impacts to fauna including pinnipeds, cetaceans within biologically important areas, cetaceans
conducting biologically important behaviours and seabirds including little penguins and shearwaters; other
coastal and marine users; and cultural values and sensitivities including, but not limited to, shearwaters, short-
finned eels (Kooyang), southern right whales (Karntubul or Koontapool), pygmy blue whales (Wuuloc) and fur-
seals (Moorn).

6.3: 1 VSP (12 hours of VSP sound source activated at full-power) — Reduced number of potential VSPs within
this area (from 6 to 1) and reduced duration of VSP from 20 hours to 12 hours (per test), limiting impacts to
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fauna including pinnipeds, sharks and cetaceans within biologically important areas and cetaceans conducting
biologically important behaviours; other coastal and marine users; and cultural values and sensitivities
including, but not limited to, short-finned eels (Kooyang), southern right whales (Karntubul or Koontapool),
pygmy blue whales (Wuuloc) and fur-seals (Moorn).

6.4: 1 DST (100 hours of active flaring) — Reduced number of potential DSTs involving flaring within this area
(from 6 to 1) and reduced duration of flaring from 120 hours to 100 hours (per DST), limiting impacts to light
sensitive birds including the orange-bellied parrot and shearwater fledglings; other coastal and marine users;
and cultural values and sensitivities including, but not limited to, short-tailed shearwaters.

AL#7: Maximum number of seabed surveys is 9. Therefore, for example, should five seabed surveys be
conducted within VIC/P79-South, one less seabed survey would be conducted in either VIC/P79-North or
T/49P.

AL#8: Maximum number of wells is 6. Therefore, for example, should four wells be drilled within VIC/P79-
South, one less well would be drilled in either VIC/P79-North or T/49P.
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3. Consultation

Pursuant to Division 3 of the Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations
2023 (the Environment Regulations), and considering recent case law (Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd v Tipakalippa
[2022] FCAFC 193 and Munkara v Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd (No 3) [2024] FCA 9 [Munkara v Santos No 3]),
ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken a consultation and engagement process to learn about functions,
interests, or activities that may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program. This allowed
for a co-design of the consultation process and the environmental management of the activity. This chapter
demonstrates how ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken a consultation process which allowed for the
capture of every possible relevant person?, managed risks to as low as reasonably practicable and acceptable
levels, and appropriately responded to feedback and adopted measures based on relevant persons objections
and claims.

By capturing a broad area of people through various methods such as community visits, direct
correspondence, and targeted media and advertising, ConocoPhillips Australia were able to identify relevant
persons, provide them with sufficient information on the possible consequences of the activity on their
functions, interest, or activities, allow a reasonable period for the consultation, respond appropriately, and
document the details of such process.

The following appendices should be read in conjunction with the consultation chapter.
Appendices

Section 24(b) requires that an environment plan contains a report on all consultations, under section 25, of
any relevant person by the titleholder. This report must include the following:

e A summary of each response made by a relevant person, and

e An assessment of the merits of objections and claims regarding adverse impacts of the proposed
activities, and

e A statement of ConocoPhillips Australia’s response, or proposed response, if any, to objections or
claims.

Appendix C1: Consultation Report

This appendix includes the consultation summaries for relevant persons, where they did not request all or
specific information be maintained as confidential, including:

e The relevant person Organisation ID, and Organisation Name

e Their functions, interests, or activities

e An overview of the consultation undertaken

e Summaries of any feedback provided by relevant persons, including the assessment of merit for
objections and claims about the adverse effects of the proposed activity and measures included in the
EP, and the titleholders response or proposed response if any, and

2 "The requirement that the titleholder “must consult with each” relevant person is a requirement to consult with each and every relevant person.
The text of section 25, including the multiple references made to “"each relevant person” make that requirement clear.” Tipakalippa v National
Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental Management Authority (No 2) [2022] FCA 1121 at [81]. Although ConocoPhillips Australia
recognises some RP’'s may remain unidentified for reasons later discussed, the methodology employed was reasonably capable of discharging this
obligation.
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e Arecord of consultation.

More detail on the consultation summaries is provided in EP Section 3.2.2 below.
Appendix C2: Supplementary Evidence

In further support of the regulatory requirements, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken additional efforts
and methods to reach relevant person in the community and raise awareness of the ability to self-identify
through various mediums.

This appendix includes evidence that is associated with multiple people such as project updates.
Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation

Communal interest facilitated a tailored, fit-for-purpose method of consultation, which was adopted to
reasonably reflect the characteristics of the interests affected by the proposed activity. Information specific
to consultation with First Nations peoples is included in this appendix.

Appendix C4: Commercial Fishers Consultation

The broadly common interests held by fishers and fishery associations facilitated a tailored, fit-for-purpose
method of consultation, which was adopted to reasonably reflect the characteristics of the interests affected
by the proposed activity. Information specific to consultation with commercial fishers and fishery associations
is included in this appendix.

Appendix C5: Public Comment Report
This appendix includes an overview of the process applied to assessing and responding to public comments.
Appendix D: Sensitive Information Part (24(b)(iv))

To comply with section 26(8) of the Environment Regulations, the full text of all responses by relevant
individuals engaged under section 25 and any other sensitive information (if applicable) must be included in a
sensitive information report (SIR).

The SIR in Appendix D satisfies the remainder of section 24 and section 26(8) by containing full text responses
by relevant persons and any additional sensitive information. This report will not be published.

3.1. Legislation and Guidelines

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation process strictly adhered to all relevant legislation, including:

e Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006
e Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations 2023, and
e Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999

ConocoPhillips Australia applied a range of guidelines in the development and conduct of consultation in
preparation of the EP, including but not limited to:

e N-04750-GL2086 - Consultation in the Course of Preparing an Environment Plan (May 2023)

e N-04750-PL1347 — Environment Assessment Policy

e N-04750-GL1721 - Environment Plan Decision Making

e N-04750-GN1847 A66207 — Responding to Public Comment on Environment Plans

e N-04750-GL1887 A705589 — Consultation with Commonwealth agencies with responsibilities in the
Commonwealth marine area

e N-04750-GN1785 A620236 — Petroleum activities and Australian marine parks

e N-04750-GN1344 — Environment Plan content requirements guidance note
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e N-04750-GN1785 A620236 — Petroleum activities and Australian Marine Parks. A guidance note to
support environmental protection and effective consultation

e NOPSEMA publication — Consultation on offshore petroleum environment plans — Information for the
Community (May 2023)

e Interim Engaging with First Nations People and Communities on Assessments and Approvals under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) (2023)

e  Ministerial Council on Mineral and Petroleum Resources (2005) — Principles for Engagement with
Communities and Stakeholders

e Offshore oil and gas exploration | Australian Maritime Safety Authority (amsa.gov.au) — Consultation
with us

e Offshore Consultation Guidance for Environmental Plans and Offshore Project Proposals, Marine pest
biosecurity — DAFF (agriculture.gov.au)

ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation process was also shaped by the instructive reasons given by the Full
Federal Court of Australia, in its appeal decision Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd v Tipakalippa [2022] FCAFC 193
(Appeal Decision) on 2 December 2022, as outlined in the NOPSEMA guideline Document No. N-04750-GL2086
A900179 (Guideline Document), referenced above.

3.2. Consultation Framework

As captured in the information sheet ‘Consultation, Information Sheet 1 — February 2023’, ConocoPhillips
Australia proposed a process that allowed relevant persons to co-design both the development of the
consultation process and the preparation of the EP. The consultation process was designed in the context of
the objects of the Environment Regulations set out in section 4, to ensure the Otway Exploration Drilling
Program is carried out in a manner:

e Consistent with the principles of ecologically sustainable development (ESD) set out in section 3A of
the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999; and

e By which the environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be reduced as low as reasonably
practicable; and

e By which environmental impacts and risks of the activity will be of an acceptable level.

These objects are “best achieved by a consulting process that is practicable, but is sufficiently broad so as to
collect available input into the possible risks and environmental impacts of the activity and ways of reducing
those risks and impacts and managing them to an acceptable level.”?

ConocoPhillips Australia used a variety of consultation methods to identify relevant persons and provide them
with sufficient information to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on
their functions, interests and activities. This included spending time in local communities, sharing information
about the proposed activity and providing opportunities for community members to ask questions and inform
themselves of their potential to be relevant persons.

ConocoPhillips Australia’s intention through community engagement, along with the establishment of a
comprehensive website, was to be transparent about the proposed activities in the region and to provide in-
community and online opportunities for meaningful dialogue to support the identification relevant persons
and the sharing of knowledge on local environmental values and sensitivities. The information learned through
these processes has been invaluable in informing the codesign of consultation and the evaluation of potential

3 Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd v Tipakalippa [2022] FCAFC 193 [141].
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environmental impacts and risks, and the development of mitigation measures. ConocoPhillips Australia also
went back into community to provide feedback on what we heard, including our assessment of the information
and how it influenced outcomes for the EP, and presented this in a webinar and published it online.

This approach was underpinned by, and upholds, the IAP2 Core Values of Public Participation outlined below:

e Public participation is based on the belief that those who are affected by a decision have a right to be
involved in the decision-making process.

e Public participation includes the promise that the public's contribution will influence the decision.

e Public participation promotes sustainable decisions by recognising and communicating the needs and
interests of all participants, including decision makers.

e Public participation seeks out and facilitates the involvement of those potentially affected by or
interested in a decision.

e Public participation seeks input from participants in designing how they participate.

e Public participation provides participants with the information they need to participate in a meaningful
way.

e  Public participation communicates to participants how their input affected the decision.

ConocoPhillips Australia used the IAP2 Spectrum of Engagement to underpin a consultation framework, was
tailored to the functions, interests, and activities of each relevant person on a case-by-case basis.

The associated goals and consultation activities support an ongoing process and two-way conversation aimed
at building and maintaining trust and relationships (see Table 3-1 below).

Acceptance is ultimately decided by NOPSEMA, not the public, so the final step of the IAP2 spectrum
‘empower’ is not relevant.

ConocoPhillips Australia created a methodology that is practical and fit-for-purpose, applied using a pragmatic,
real-world approach and where appropriate, reassessed, and adjusted based on information received. A
timeline of the key stages of the consultation process is provided in Figure 3-1 below.
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Table 3-1: IAP2 Spectrum relevant elements and consultation goals, channels and applied level of participation

Relevant Consultation goals Consultation channels Applied levels of participation
element
Inform To provide balanced and objective = Project specific Social Pinpoint = The methods adopted to facilitate information sharing ensured project information was publicly
information to assist persons in = website. available and accessible across multiple channels that considered the widest possible range of
understanding  the problems, Activity information sheets. persons and provided specific information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program activity
alternatives and/or solutions, to . . . and its environmental potential impacts and risks.
. Project hotline and email.
make informed assessments.
Project Updates.
As the Titleholder, to seek and Print and radio media notices.
further understand the Interviews with local TV, radio and
environmental values and = print media.
sensitivities in the EMBA. Letter box drops and library display
on King Island.
Digital project notifications.
Consult To obtain specific feedback on = Exchange of letters/emails. Consultation processes were adapted so that they were fit-for-purpose and tailored to the

ABU2-000-EN-V01-D-00008

analysis, alternatives and/or
decisions from relevant persons and
the public.

20 December 2024

Informal discussions.

Phone calls.

Face-to-face meetings.

Iterative public comment process.

Q&A sessions in webinars, which
were then uploaded to the website,
and at Townhalls and Community
Information Sessions.

Mandated public comment period.

Rev 004

relevant person and/or provided updates to specific information as the activity definition was
developed.

As soon as information was available, it was published, on the project website and via email
updates, for review and feedback.

Attendees at public forums were encouraged to provide comment and feedback (see Q&As at
Appendix C2).

The Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment Report was released for review and comment in
April 2023. Feedback on objections and claims was shared in a second round of Community
Information Sessions (May-July) and webinar 2 on 26th July 2023, where measures adopted
following consultation were presented for additional comment and feedback (see Relevant
Person Information Session slides at Appendix C2).

The draft EP was also released for public review and comment, this opportunity allowed relevant
persons to seek more information or raise objections and claims that were assessed and
addressed prior to submission to NOPSEMA. The draft EP was released in chapters to allow for
greater accessibility.

The full EP will be made available for public exhibition prior to submission to NOPSEMA for
assessment, which provides the opportunity for the public to provide public comment directly to
NOPSEMA.
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Involve

Collaborate

ABU2-000-EN-V01-D-00008

To work directly with relevant
persons throughout the process to

ensure that their functions,
interests, and activities are
consistently understood,

considered, and addressed.

To partner with the public in each
aspect of our decision making
including the development of
alternatives and the identification
of the preferred solutions.

20 December 2024

Phone calls.
Emails.
Online meetings.

Face-to-face meetings.

Dual consultation process for the
public and relevant persons.

Participatory decision making.

Rev 004

The methods adopted in this category were targeted and supported the provision of detailed and
tailored information to allow informed assessment of the possible consequences of the Otway
Exploration Drilling Program activity on the relevant person’s specific functions, interests or
activities and building of one-on-one relationships (see section 3.7).

The concurrent dual consultation processes allowed anyone to engage at their level of choice.

Both processes directly influenced the design of the activity, the environmental management
measures, and the decision about whether the activity is environmentally acceptable (see Figure
3-3 Consultation framework; also, public consultation Q&As at Appendix C1 and Sensitive
Information Report at Appendix D).
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program Conoc;PhiIIips

Australia

Otway Exploration Drilling Program Consultation Milestones

Feb Notice of Preparation of an Environment Plan
2023 N ) ConocoPhillips Australia sent formal letters and provided information to invite feedback
on the proposed activity and timeline, and advised on consultation processes.
« Project Overview Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-R01-00010
Consultation Overview Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-R01-00009
Information Sessions - Establishing Context
Mar N ) ConocoPhillips Australia began hosting information sessions and webinars to identify and
2023 consult with residents and relevant persons whose functions, interests or activities
may be affected by the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program.
15 Mar 23 King Island 19 Apr 23 Port Campbell
16 Mar 23 Burnie 2 May 23 Port Fairy
17 Apr 23 Warrnambool 17 May 23 King Island
18 Apr 23 Portland 23 May 23 Webinar
19 Apr 23 Peterborough
May Environmental Assessment
2023 N ) ConocoPhillips Australia provided an update on timelines, exclusion zones and area
mapping and launched an interactive map for relevant persons. ConocoPhillips Australia
also provided fact sheets evaluating environmental impact and proposed mitigations for
the actvity.
¢ Project Update Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00011
« Historical Military Ordnance Risks Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00017
* Marine Mammals Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-RO1-D-00016
» Seabirds, Penguins and Marine Turtles Fact Sheet ~ ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00014
« Commercial Fishing Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00012
= Emissions and Discharges Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00013
Preliminary Impact and Risk Assessment
May v ConocoPhillips Australia made the Preliminary Impact and Risk Assssment available for
2023 relevant persons to provide a preliminary overview of the types of environmental impacts
and risks associated with the activity and the proposed control measures.
Information Sessions - Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment
May N ) ConocoPhillips Australia began hosting information sessions and webinars for residents
2023 and relevant persons to provide concerns and feedback on the Preliminary Impact and
Risk Assessment.
29 May 23 King Island 20 Jun 23 Apollo Bay
30 May 23 Port Fairy 13 Jul 23 King Island
31 May 23 Portland 26 Jul 23 Webinar
19 Jun 23 Peterborough
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program Conoco'PhiIIips

Australia

i lfroject Update

2023 N ) ConocoPhill ps Australia provided a project update fact sheet with updated milestones,
timelines, activity area and an overview of potential environmental impacts

« Project Overview Fact Sheet ABU2-000-EX-R01-D-00018

Consultation Period Extension

Jul v Based on relevant pe"v‘n feedback, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the

2023 proposed activity until 31 Aug 23 from the initial date of 31 Jul 23. This ensures all relevant
persons have a rr:d;ﬂ;"[‘jur: period of time to consider the information we have provided
and provide feedback.
Consultation Period Extension

Aug v Based on relevant person feedback, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the

2023 proposed activity until 30 Sept 23. This ensures all relevant persons have a reasonable
period of time to consider the information we have provided and provide feedback.

Aug v Project Update

2023 ConocoPhillips Australia provided a project update fact sheet with proposed activity
updates and advised of the consultation extension .mj u.:‘l_ Er‘v. ronmental Plan
chapters being released for review shortly.

Sept
2023

ConocoPhillips Australia released all of the draft Environment Plan chapters for review

Draft Environmental Plan Chapters Available
v

d all relevant persons to raise concerns, including objections and claims, about

the potential impacts of the activity by 30 Sept 23. By providing the draft EP chapters,
onocoPhillips Australia aims to ensure all relevant persons are provided with sufficie
nformation so they can make an informed assessment of the potential imacts of the activity

Oct Consultation in Preparing an Environment Plan

2023 v ConocoPhillips Australia has consulted with relevant authorities, pe s and organisations
who are potentially affected by activities of the OEDP. Their input has been considered and

where appropriate has informed the development of this Environment Plan

Nov v Submission to NOPSEMA

2023 ConocoPhillips Australia has submitted the Environr t Plan to NOPSEMA, who will
decide if the Environment Plan is complete for qulwl ation

Ongoing Consultation

N ) Through our Implementation Strategy and consultation and communication plan
ConocoPhillips Australia will continue to engage with relevant persons, organisations
and authorities, notifying them of any changes or new information that potentially
affects their functions, interests or activities

Figure 3-1: Consultation timeline
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3.2.1. Statutory Categories

In undertaking an assessment of the relevant persons, and to inform what constitutes sufficient information
under the Environment Regulations, each relevant person was classified according to the categories outlined
in Table 3-2 ‘Information category and associated levels of engagement’ below. These categories align with
section 25 of the Environment Regulations.

Persons who had not stated functions, interests or activities (FIA’s) that may be affected, or had FIA’s that
could not be easily ascertained, continued to be engaged with as per the consultation methodology, and were
encouraged to provide or request further information throughout the consultation process. As described in
Section 3.3.4, within the statutory categories subject centred groups with functions, interests, and activities
which may be affected, were identified and tailored identification strategies applied. This, along with the
awareness raising described in 3.3.2, allowed for each relevant person to be identified, sufficient information
to be provided, and effective consultation to be undertaken to understand how their functions, interests and
activities may be affected by the activity. This enabled the information gathered to inform appropriate
measures to be adopted. These adopted measures are evidenced in the Acceptability Assessment tables in
this EP and in Appendix C1.

Table 3-2: Information category and application to ConocoPhillips Consultation Framework

Regulation Section

Application to ConocoPhillips Consultation Framework

25(1) (a) each Commonwealth,
State or Northern Territory
agency or authority to which the
activities to be carried out under
the environment plan may be
relevant;

(b) if the plan relates to
activities in the offshore area of
a state — the Department of the
responsible State Minister;

Identifying relevant persons under these categories is simple as they are all government agencies
and statutory authorities that have functions, interests, or activities within the EMBA. The
exhaustive list of these relevant persons and a summary of communications can be found in
Appendix C1.

25(1) (c) if the plan relates to
activities in  the Principal
Northern Territory offshore
area — the Department of the
responsible Northern Territory
Minister;

Not relevant

25(1) (d) a person or
organisation whose functions,
interests or activities may be
affected by the activities to be
carried out under the
environment plan;

Pursuant to the Environment Regulations, Federal Court and NOPSEMA guidelines, the terms
“functions”, “interests” and “activities” are defined as follows:
“functions”

Refers to “a power or duty to do something”.

“interests”

To be construed as conforming with the accepted concept of “interest” in other areas of public
administrative law. Includes “any interest possessed by an individual whether or not the interest
amounts to a legal right or is a proprietary or financial interest or relations to reputation”.
“activities”

To be read broadly and is broader than the definition of ‘activity’ in section 5 of the Environment
Regulations and is likely directed to what the relevant person is already doing.

25(1) (e) any other person or
organisation that the titleholder
considers relevant

Section 25(1)(e) was not applied as only those who positively opted out of consultation did not
have the full methodology applied.

The methodology took a thorough and inclusive approach to consultation, resisting the temptation to make
assumptions on how individuals may, or may not be affected by the activity. Willing participation, through
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initial engagement, was seen as suggestive of relevancy and as such the full methodology was met with these
individuals, including where potential impacts on functions, interests and activities were unclear and
information from the person was not forthcoming. By ensuring that the views and inputs from a broad
spectrum of relevant persons and the public have been actively sought and considered, the assessment
reinforces its comprehensive nature and the quality of the resultant environmental planning.

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that any list of relevant can expand and contract as the activity
develops. Newly identified relevant persons will be acknowledged and consulted with as part of ConocoPhillips
Australia’ ongoing consultation process, outlined in Section 3.11 and, alternatively, relevant persons may
request at any time that they cease to be considered as ‘relevant’ for the purposes of consultation.

When consulting with groups where interests are held communally, for example, with First Nations
People/groups, a tailored, fit-for-purpose method of consultation is adopted to reasonably reflect the
characteristics of the interests affected by the proposed activity (see 3.2.3 First Nations Overview and
Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation Report).

The broadly common interests held by fishers and fishery associations also allowed for a tailored methodology,
specific to how the activity may impact their fishery and proportional to the likelihood and scale of potential
impacts to their functions, interests and activities (see 3.2.4 Commercial Fishers Overview and Appendix C4:
Commercial Fishers Consultation Report).

Figure 3-2 ‘Consultation approach for potentially relevant persons’ below demonstrates the consultation
methodology ConocoPhillips Australia implemented, to ensure an inclusive approach to the identification of
relevant persons and information they may hold.
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New Activity

v

Determine extent and
duration of environmental

Conocc;lghillips

aspects of the activity s
A 4 :

Discover persons and organisations with Provide information on proposed Categorise_persons and
functions, interests or activities, } consultation processes and description } organisations that are
including values and sensitivities, of activity - seek feedback and discovered or who self-

relevant to the aspects of the activity encourage engagement identify

|

Vo :

Do they have

Yes Uncertain - .
Section 25(1)a  Section 25(1)b  Section 25(1)c U ITEROI0S) = o5 o
+ activities relevant to
Is the person the activity?
constructively No
. No
Section 25(1)d e i A
consultation
| process?
Yes
Provide sufficient ety
. . <« consultation -«————————Section 25(1)e
information
process
Assess in line Make 22 further
. . Yes Is a response No attempts to contact
il I;Psslechon ™ received? person using 21
- alternative method
Request to
Opt-out
Wait 30 days
(minimum)
Respond to person
and encourage
.. submission through ¢
website and/or
public comment
process
Submit EP to NOPSEMA .
. Public Comment
P for completeness check ————————p> .
. Period
and public comment
Consultation Process for Relevant Persons
Figure 3-2: Consultation approach for potentially relevant persons
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3.2.2. Consultation Summaries

A consultation summary has been prepared for each relevant person to support NOPSEMA’s assessment of
whether ConocoPhillips Australia has met the consultation requirements of the Environment Regulations
(Appendix C1). The consultation summaries detail:

1) How the relevant person was identified and their subject-centred category functions, interests and
activities, as per Table 3-5.

2) The privacy status of the relevant person’s information, including when and how ConocoPhillips Australia
informed the relevant person of their privacy information options.

3) The outcomes of the consultation with the relevant person and how any information gathered through
relevant persons’ consultation informs and has been incorporated into the EP, including whether control
measures have been adopted in response to consultation.

4) The approach to the co-design of consultation with the relevant person.

5) A summary of the information provided to the relevant person to allow an informed assessment of the
possible consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities. Recognising that the level
of information necessary is likely to vary for different relevant persons and may depend on the degree to
which a relevant person is affected.

6) The period that was provided for the relevant person to make an informed assessment of the possible
consequences of the proposed activity on their functions, interests or activities, so they are able to
respond with any concern. Noting that this is considered on a case-by-case basis, given the varying
potential impacts and risks on a relevant person’s functions, interests or activities.

7) A table showing any “Assertions and Concerns” that the relevant person had about the consultation
process and ConocoPhillips Australia’s Response to each Assertion or Concern.

8) A table showing any “Information Received” from the relevant person and how the information received
was taken into account in the course of preparing the EP.

9) A table showing any “Objections and Claims” raised by the relevant person and about the adverse impact
of the activity to which the environment plan relates; and the assessment of the merit (described in more
detail in EP Section 3.8.1) and ConocoPhillips Australia’s response, or proposed response, if any, to each
objection or claim.

10) A table showing any “Public Comments” submitted via NOPSEMA, and ConocoPhillips Australia’s thematic
response.

11) A record of consultation with the relevant person showing a summary of incoming and outgoing
communication events, and meetings.

3.2.3. First Nations Australians Overview

The aim of ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation with First Nations Peoples is to understand how we can
avoid and mitigate adverse impacts and risks, acknowledging that these may extend beyond direct physical
impacts and risks and include effects on intangible cultural heritage.

Consultation with First Nations People sought to establish meaningful, respectful relationships—with co-
designed, culturally appropriate, inclusive engagement—carried out in line with the legislative and governance
processes of the potentially affected First Nations people and Traditional Owner groups. ConocoPhillips
Australia has undertaken to adopt a consultation approach guided by the United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which respects Traditional Custodians by directing consultations
through their nominated representative body (referred to in UNDRIP as “their own representative
institutions”).

The Australian Government’s Partnering with Indigenous organisations for a sustainable environment guide
records the Government's support for UNDRIP and notes that UNDRIP recognises the “importance of
consulting with Indigenous peoples on decisions affecting them, and that respect for Indigenous knowledge,
cultures and traditional practices contributes to sustainable and equitable development and proper
management of the environment”.
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ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation efforts have been underpinned by self-determination and recognition
of the role of Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAP), Traditional Owner Group Entities (TOGEs), Registered Native
Title Bodies Corporate (RNTBCs) (also known as PBCs), and Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALCs) under their
respective State and Federal laws—RAPs under State legislation in Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Vic), TOGEs
under the Traditional Owner Settlement Act 2010 (Vic), PBCs governed by federal legislation (Native Title Act
1993), and LALCs under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 1983 (NSW).

Throughout consultation, ConocoPhillips Australia respectfully recognised that these entities are the primary
guardians, keepers and knowledge holders of First Nations peoples’ Cultural Heritage and represent the
communal interests of native title holders. This pillar of consultation with First Nations Peoples has been
reinforced throughout consultation with the RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs who requested that ConocoPhillips
Australia engage with them as the representative bodies for that Traditional Custodian group and feedback
from individual First Nations community-controlled organisations who advised that they are represented by
the RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs.

With that understanding, ConocoPhillips Australia's consultation process with First Nations Australians
included the following steps:

1) ConocoPhillips Australia commissioned a cultural heritage specialist (Biosis) to explore regional cultural
heritage and cultural heritage landscapes to support a grounding in cultural heritage awareness, including
Country and Sea Country. The intent of the commissioned study, included in Appendix L, was to form the
basis for gaining an understanding of cultural features and associated values and sensitivities, to inform
consultation and support the preparation of the Environment Plan.

2) ConocoPhillips Australia then undertook additional and extensive desktop research to identify other
relevant First Nations groups or organisations whose functions, interests and activities may be affected by
the proposed activity. These groups were then invited to participate in the regulatory consultation process
prescribed in Division 3 of the Environment Regulations.

3) ConocoPhillips Australia has made extensive efforts to consult with the First Nations Peoples in the region,
to further inform the assessment of impacts and risks on cultural features and their associated values and
sensitives within the environment planning area. These efforts included engagement with First Nations
People on Country, targeted consultation efforts and broad scale awareness raising activities, and a
cultural landscape tour with visits to significant local sites.

4) In addition to extensive consultation efforts with the relevant RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, ConocoPhillips
Australia invited both specific individuals and the public, including First Nations Peoples, to share
environmental knowledge to improve the predictive quality of the impact assessments. Invitations to
participate in public consultation on the Draft Environment Plan were advertised in First Nations print and
electronic media, namely the National First Nations Times, the Koori Mail, and live reads on Koori Radio.

Whilst ConocoPhillips Australia’s objective is always to address impacted First Nations relevant persons’
objections, claims, assertions and concerns in a collaborative and agreement-driven way; we recognise that,
despite the best efforts and intentions of all parties, some circumstances may not result in agreement-making.
Notwithstanding this, ConocoPhillips Australia has nevertheless sought to listen to and act on feedback
received from such consultation efforts when preparing its Environment Plan and will seek to complement this
consultation with ongoing engagement and collaboration with First Nations groups to establish long-term,
mutually beneficial relationships for the life of the exploration program.

ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of cultural values and sensitivities, including Sea
Country, is demonstrated through a range of control measures and performance standards that protect
ecological values and sensitivities, such as the Fauna Management Plan and the Light Management Plan,
among others. In addition, as part of ongoing consultation we have invited First Nations Peoples with Sea
Country within or adjacent to the operational areas to co-design the Cultural Heritage Protection Program
(CHPP) to enhance the protection of cultural values and sensitivities during the Otway Exploration Drilling
Program (from Environment Plan acceptance through to 31 December 2028).
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ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that there is a potential for new information on cultural features,
values and sensitivities to arise from our activities in the offshore environment. New information, and the
uncertainty associated with this, will be managed through the CHPP as described in EP Section 10.2.5.1
‘Ongoing consultation with First Nations Peoples’.

Full details of ConocoPhillips Australia’s approach to consultation with First Nations Australians and a list of
identified First Nations relevant persons is detailed in Appendix C3: First Nations Consultation Report.

3.2.4. Commercial Fisheries Overview

ConocoPhillips Australia’s commercial fishing measures were identified and informed through engagement
with commercial fishers and their representative organisations who operate in the operational areas and
EMBA. The process followed the fundamentals underpinning ConocoPhillips Australia’s consultation efforts
but allowed for a tailored and tiered approach, proportional to potential impacts, to achieve a broad capture
of fishers and fisheries, unique engagement and project planning, and provision of sufficient information
specific to the relevant persons' functions, interests and activities.

This process also facilitated two-way information sharing between ConocoPhillips Australia and relevant
persons, allowing the activity to be co-designed with measures put in place to minimise any potential impacts.

Full details of ConocoPhillips Australia’s approach to consultation with Commercial Fishers is detailed in
Appendix C4 ‘Commercial Fishers Consultation’, and a list of identified relevant Commercial Fishers, excluding
those that requested their information be maintained as confidential, can be found in Appendix C1
‘Consultation Report’. South Australian commercial fisher licence holders are reported in C1 under their
related fishery.

3.3. Relevant Person Identification

According to section 25 of the Environment Regulations, titleholders are obligated to identify and consult with
each authority, person, or organisation that meets the definition of a relevant person. This section provides a
clear demonstration of who qualifies as a relevant person, and the rationale used to determine that status.
ConocoPhillips Australia considered several key factors in this process, including the nature and scale of the
proposed activity, the environment in which it is being undertaken, and the potential impacts and risks
associated with it.

3.3.1. Sufficiently Broad Capture of People and Information

Designing an inclusive, effective and legally compliant consultation strategy requires broad engagement to
identify relevant persons. This promotes fairness, transparency, and accountability in decision-making
processes, leading to more successful outcomes and reduced risks for all parties involved. ConocoPhillips
Australia’s process for engagement to raise awareness was broad and comprehensive.

|II

Despite the strict nature of the obligation to consult with “all” relevant persons, the Court recognises there is
a necessary need for these persons to be ascertainable and the duty capable of being discharged in a
reasonable time.* Despite best efforts to raise awareness, ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that some
persons may remain unidentified, or choose not to engage in consultation, or choose to participate only
through the public comment period, and these persons have been and will continue to be encouraged to self-
identify and engage in ongoing consultation throughout the life of the activity. Based on the people and

4 Santos NA Barossa Pty Ltd v Tipakalippa [2022] FCAFC 193 [136].
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information captured, ConocoPhillips Australia has sufficiently identified and evaluated potential
environmental impacts and risks. Should new information or persons be identified and be relevant to the
Otway Exploration Drilling Program, appropriate change management procedures are in place, outlined in
ConocoPhillips Australia’s ongoing consultation strategy (10.2.5 as part of the implementation strategy).

The ‘Environment that May Be Affected’ (EMBA) was established to frame the initial studies and assist in the
consultation identification strategy. The EMBA was defined using the worst-case hydrocarbon spill modelling
and has supported the identification of marine and coastal environmental values and sensitivities more
broadly within the region, and relevant persons and organisations with functions, interests and activities that
may be affected by the proposed activity. The EMBA was also described and displayed in communications,
including webinars and information sheets, to aid in self-identification.

Section 25 underpinned the process of relevant persons’ early and ongoing participation in the preparation of
the EP, which is elaborated on in Figure 3-3 below, ‘Consultation framework for the Otway Exploration Drilling
Program’.

The process of two-way dialogue depicted in Figure 3-3 ensured that each relevant person(s) was assessed on
a case-by-case basis, which enabled tailored consultation based on their functions, interests or activities, and
supported the provision of sufficient information and adequate time for review.
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Figure 3-3: Consultation framework for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program
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3.3.2. Raising Awareness

The following tools were used to help raise awareness about the proposed project and capture as many
relevant persons as possible:

e ConocoPhillips Australia hosted 20 Community Information Sessions, three of which were commercial
fisher specific, between March and July 2023 across Tasmania and coastal Victoria at locations close to
the proposed operational areas for VIC/P79 and T/49P.

e Each session was advertised on the project website, in local print media, social media and regional
radio (see advertising schedules and social media reports in Appendix C2).

e Letterbox drop on King Island to raise awareness of the sessions following feedback stating that
individuals could use the QR code to access information on the project website (see recording of the
King Island information session publicly available on the project website at King Island Community
Information Session May 2023).

e Multiple online webinars which, with the exception of one, are publicly available on the project
website.

e A QR code was used on all advertising and public information materials to direct users to a specific
landing page on the project website where more detailed information was available.

e 26 separate Campaign emails sent to identified people (including non-relevant persons who subscribed
for information), currently totalling 642 separate recipients up until the time of submission of the EP to
NOPSEMA for public comment.

e Full copies of these emails detailed in Appendix C2.

e Multiple door knocks in attempt to reach First Nations groups.

e  Multiple telephone calls to relevant persons and organisations to introduce the project, seek direct
contacts and advice on codesign of the consultation process(as summarised in Appendix C1 for each
relevant person).

e SMS messages to multiple relevant persons whose mobile contact details were publicly available on
websites or social media.

e 91 paid advertisements placed in national, regional, and Indigenous print media between February and
September 2023 to raise awareness and support consultation with relevant persons, with
advertisements provided in Appendix C2.

e 701 radio advertisements were placed on regional radio stations.

e A project hotline was put in place for the proposed activity in February 2023 with incoming calls
cascading to identified project team members during business hours (9am-5pm, Monday-Friday). If
none of the team were available, callers were able to leave a voice message which was returned as
soon as reasonably practicable. Outside of business hours, callers were able to leave a voicemail which
was actioned the next working day.

e  Public notification of the public comment period placed in national, state and regional papers, and
Indigenous print media.

In addition to this, the activity website, which can be accessed at
https://conocophillipsaustralia.mysocialpinpoint.com.au/otway-exploration-drilling-program/otway-
exploration-drilling-program-home/, was created to provide an open platform for people to raise concerns
and stay informed. The website and its content exceed industry standards for consultation to support the
delivery of information in a range of formats. The preliminary environmental impact and risk assessment
(PIERA) was published as soon as it became available, as were seven concise information summaries. Project
updates, a community information session video and webinar recordings including Q&As, are also publicly
available on the website. An additional 19 relevant persons self-identified by completing the registration
survey on the website. A dedicated activity email, PO Box address, and telephone number for communications
was distributed on the webpage, in letters and emails, at community sessions, and also included on
information sheets and on social media posts.
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ConocoPhillips Australia initially undertook drop-in sessions in community. In response to feedback during
those sessions, the methodology was adapted to focus on other formats requested by the community (Event
ID 1085) and Town Hall style community information sessions were held from thereon. The community-based
sessions provided an excellent open format to provide and receive information. The session locations were
determined in relation to the EMBA, in areas where relevant persons were likely to be based (i.e., towns with
commercial ports), and locations requested and suggested by relevant persons and a local Council during the
co-design consultation process. Where appropriate, these sessions allowed ConocoPhillips Australia to tailor
the events and information presented to be relevant to the demographics of the location, for example,
highlighting King Island specific feedback (Event ID:2643). Based on feedback received early in the consultation
process regarding consultation fatigue (Event IDs: 1823, 2576, 2522) ConocoPhillips Australia also undertook
to collaborate with other proponents where possible and appropriate along the Victorian coastline when
conducting community information sessions. To ensure accessibility for all, webinars were also utilised to
present this information, including opportunity for participants to provide feedback. The webinars were
recorded and made publicly available via the activity website, with the exception of one where recording
failed. The community-based sessions and webinars provided an excellent open format to raise awareness of
the activity, provide information, assist in the identification of Relevant Persons, and to allow self-
identification as a Relevant Person.

Feedback received from community information sessions was identified and addressed in a thematic
approach. The feedback themes, along with our assessment of merit and any measures adopted, were
included in the ‘What we’ve heard during stakeholder engagement’ table (Document ID: 3923). This table was
made available on the project website (otway-exploration-drilling-program/whatweveheard) and presented
back to community in the June/July community information sessions and the 26 July 2023 webinar (Event ID:
2844).

The presentation slides, for both community information sessions and webinars, along with the feedback
collated from the events, is available in Appendix C2: Supplementary Evidence.

The content covered in the two separate rounds of community information sessions was directly relevant to
the preparation of EP and provided important information to the public and relevant persons, as listed in Table
3-3 below (see also Figure 3-4).

Table 3-3: Consultation at community information sessions informed the development of the EP

Information Sessions Content Covered Regulatory
Requirement

Round 1 Proposed exploration drilling program and activities. 13(1)
Offshore drilling — explained. 13(2)
Environmental impacts and risks explained: 13(3)
Our methodology 13(4)

Preliminary assessment.

Panel session — questions, answers and feedback.

Round 2 Otway Exploration Drilling Program 13(5)(a)(b)(c)
Otway Exploration Drilling Activities 13(6)

Consultation to better understand environmental values and
sensitivities.

Share your environmental values and sensitivities.
Feedback from consultation.

Environmental impacts and risks.

How our activity interacts with the existing environment.

Panel session — questions, answers and feedback.
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Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan

Consultation with relevant persons during the
information sessions informed the development of the EP.

EP Content Requirements
13(1)(2)(3) — description of the
environment
13(5)(a)(b)(6) — details and evaluation of all
impacts and risks
13(5)(c) — details of control measures

Figure 3-4: Regulatory environmental assessment, informed by two-way information sharing
3.3.2.1. Opportunity to Self-identify

Through the broad capture of people and information, ConocoPhillips Australia created multiple opportunities
for relevant persons to self-identify. At the centre of this was the project website ‘Otway Exploration Drilling
Program’, which provided information and interactive communication tools, such as a resource library, Q&A’s,
the opportunity to self-identify as a relevant person and/or register to receive information about the proposed
activity and attend webinars or contribute values and sensitivities through an interactive map.

This promoted the sharing of information with the public and relevant persons, as evidenced by the 947
document downloads and 152 responses provided. A key feature of the project website was the consultation
survey, which helped the public determine if they were considered a relevant person, or request more
information, for the purposes of section 25. In total, the website reached over 12,500 people, with more than
150 interactions occurring, which included:

e 23 responses to the consultation survey which assisted potentially relevant persons to self-identify and

subsequently identified 18 additional relevant persons.

47 individuals registered to receive project updates.

46 individuals registered to attend webinars.

13 discrete pieces of feedback received via an instant feedback form.

2 responses received providing feedback on the Draft EP chapters.

e 20 discrete comments left on the interactive map in support of identifying additional values and
sensitivities within the Environmental Planning Area.

The Consultation Survey facilitated self-identification as it enabled individuals to provide their functions,
interests, or activities, or request more information to determine relevancy. A full record of engagement
through the website can be found in Appendix C2.

In addition to the website, three geotargeted carousel social and traditional media posts reached more than
8,000 people, and 532 print and radio advertisements were used to publicise the community information
sessions that were held to create awareness of the project and the consultation process across local
communities. The advertisements also included a QR code that directed people to the project website where
they were encouraged to self-identify as relevant persons.
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3.3.2.2. Tailored Engagement Methods

Communications were uniquely tailored based on audience, preferred medium and technological availability.
During the co-designed consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia provided sufficient information through
requested mediums, enabling individuals to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of
the Otway Exploration Drilling Program on their functions, interests and activities. These mediums included,
but were not limited to, emails, phone calls, face-to-face meetings, tailored presentations, webinars, and
website interactions. An outline of the engagement methods used by ConocoPhillips Australia is provided in

(Table 3-4 Engagement Methods) below.

Table 3-4: Engagement methods

Method Summary Total Engagement
Community At each session, the process for identifying as a relevant person was | 213 registered attendees (majority
Information explained and the regulatory process of consultation with relevant | of attendees chose not to register
Sessions persons was also discussed in detail. as a relevant person) across 20

sessions.

Contacted Relevant government departments and agencies were identified under | 35 agencies identified and
Government sub section 25(1)(a)) using a combination of guidance documents and | contacted.
agencies previous relevant persons lists from ConocoPhillips Australia’s Sequoia

MMS Environment Plan (Aug. 2021).
Consulted  with | Reached out to local community groups, such as those focused on | 16 community groups contacted.
local community | environmental conservation or fishing, to identify members whose
groups interests or activities could be affected by the activity
Consulted  with | First Nations groups may have specific cultural or spiritual interests and | 45 separate First Nations groups
First Nations | activities that could be affected by the activity, and meaningful and | contacted.
groups effective consultation was deemed important to build genuine,

ongoing, and effective relations. The methods that were employed are

expanded on below.
Local newspaper | Advertised in local newspapers and on local radio stations to notify the | 792 advertisements placed across
and radio public about the planned activity and ask for any persons with specific | social and traditional media.

interests or activities that may be affected by the activity to come

forward.
Contacted We reached out to industry associations and co-ops related to fishing | 25 Industry Associations contacted.
Industry in the area, to leverage notification to members whose interests or

Associations

activities could be affected by the activity.

Contacted Local | We reached out to local businesses and umbrella organisations such as | 43 business contacted.
Businesses Chambers of Commerce and tour operators, to engage members and
customers through business networks whose interests or activities
could be affected by the activity.
Contacted local | We reached out to local educational institutions, such as universitiesor | 3 educational institutions
Educational research centres, to engage with researchers or students whose | contacted.
Institutions interests or activities could be affected by the activity.

Social Media (inc.
LinkedIn)

We used our corporate social media to post geotargeted carousel
notifications that were sponsored to stay posted for 27 days in total,
and asked for any persons with specific interests or activities that may
be affected by the activity to come forward.

Over 8,000 people reached

Consultation
Hub/Project
specific website

Otway Exploration Drilling Program website provided information and
communication tools as well as a survey to reach out to a wide range of
people and assist them to identify as a relevant person. The survey was
also used to gather information about their interests and activities that
may be affected by the activity. A second feedback survey was
conducted to assist relevant persons and the public to provide feedback
on the draft EP chapters prior to submission to the independent
regulator, NOPSEMA.

Total of 12,778 visits, with 4258
unique users who interacted on the
consultation hub 1095 times by
taking RP surveys, registering for
updates and expressing feedback
and downloading documents.
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Hosted industry- | We hosted events and briefings for local business groups and industry- | 5 events and briefings held.
specific briefings | specific operators e.g., commercial fishers and King Island Regional
and events. Development Organisation, to widen the reach of relevant persons who
may be affected by the activity.
3.3.3. Reasonable Period of Raising Awareness

According to section 25(3) of the Environment Regulations, titleholders must allow all relevant persons a
reasonable period for the consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia took that to mean both a reasonable period
of raising awareness about the activity, and a reasonable period with sufficient information (discussed in EP
Section 3.6). ConocoPhillips Australia commenced consultation with relevant persons formally on 3 February
2023, over 250 days before first submission to NOPSEMA. This process commenced with a general notification
to relevant persons initially identified by the process outlined in Section 3.3 (Org ID 45: Event ID: 6177, FB ID:
882, Event ID: 5433, FB ID: 922).

3.34. Subject-centred Groups

ConocoPhillips Australia identified several subject-centred groups in its planning process and the consultation
methodology was tailored to the cultural, social, and economic features of these people and groups. Table 3-5
‘Identification of subject-centred groups’ below identifies these groups, describes their general functions,
interests and activities, and the approach ConocoPhillips Australia took to identify relevant persons under
these subcategories.

Table 3-5: Identification of Subject-centred Groups

Subject-centred group Description of function, Tailored identification strategies Relevant
& regulatory category interest and activity persons
identified
Business and Tourism | Businesses that have | Database of businesses and operators identified in the | 39
Operators functions, interests or | area from a previous activity was reviewed for relevancy.
Section 25 (1) (d) aCtiYities relate.d to the | Online searches were undertaken to identify marine-
marine and tourism industry | paced businesses, including marine tour and recreation
in, or adjacent to, the EMBA. operators, in the EMBA.
Commercial Fishers and | Commercial fishers that are | A database of Commonwealth fishers was obtained via | 766
aquaculture facilities able to fish in the EMBA. Australian Fisheries Management Authority (AFMA).
Section 25 (1) (d) Aquaculture facilities located | Undertook engagement arrangements with fishing
in, or adjacent to, the EMBA. associations to notify their members.
Database of commercial fishers and aquaculture facilities
identified in the area from a previous activity was
reviewed for relevancy.
Contacted aquaculture agencies, relevant government
departments and industry associations.
Online database of South Australia state fishers accessed
via Department Primary Industries and Regions SA.
Contact details for relevant SA state Fishery Managers
obtained from Department Primary Industries and
Regions SA.
Requested and received assistance from New South Wales
Senior Fisheries Manager in contacting licence holders.
See Appendix C4 for further detail on identification
strategies for specific relevant fisheries.
Commercial Fishing | Commercial fishing | A comprehensive review of commercial fisheries, both | 32
Representative  Body, | associations, Fishery | Commonwealth and State, was undertaken, utilising
Cooperative or Fish | Managers, C0-0ps, and | commissioned reports and available data (see EP Section
Processor processors, whose members | 4.7.6 to 4.7.10). This allowed for identification of target
Section 25 (1) (d) or customers are commercial | species in the EMBAs (for both planned activities and
unplanned events). Contact details for the corresponding
associations was then obtained through the publicly
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Subject-centred group Description of function, Tailored identification strategies Relevant
& regulatory category interest and activity persons
identified
fishers who operate within | available AFMA database, referrals from Fisheries
the EMBA. Manager and desktop research
Fishing cooperative and processors in the EMBA were
identified through review of existing previous activity
database and desktop research, including the NOPSEMA
Commercial Fisheries guidance framework.

Commonwealth Commonwealth public | Previous activity database was perused for relevancy, and | 12

Department or Agency authority that has functions, | desktop research conducted to identify the organisations

Section 25 (1) (a) interests or activities related | relevant to the activity/EMBA.

to the activity and/or within
the EMBA.

eNGO’s and | Environmental non- | Previously submitted EP’s on the NOPSEMA website were | 19

Environment Focused | governmental organisations | reviewed and relevant eNGQO’s and conservation groups

Community Groups with functions, interests, or | compiled.

Section 25 (1) (d) act?vities th?t relate to the | previous activity database was reviewed for relevancy and

activity, or within the EMBA. | yosktop research undertaken to identify eNGO’s and
Community Groups in or | community groups with an environmental focus, within
adjacent to the EMBA that | and/or adjacent to the EMBA.

have a focus ON | New groups were identified through social media.
environmental matters and

activities.

First Nations | First Nations organisations | A cultural heritage specialist (Biosis report Appendix L) | 43

Organisations whose members may have | was commissioned to support the identification of

Section 25 (1) (d) functions, interests, or | regional First Nations groups, cultural heritage features,

activities that may be affected | values and sensitivities. This, alongside desktop research,
by the activity. allowed identification of potentially relevant First Nation
organisations.
First Nations groups were also identified during on
Country consultation.
The Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 recognises
Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAP), Traditional Owner
Group Entities (TOGEs), and Registered Native Title Bodies
Corporate (RNTBCs) (also known as PBCs) as the primary
guardians, keepers and knowledge holders of Aboriginal
Cultural Heritage. See Appendix C4 for further detail.

Local Councils Councils in or adjacent to the | The Victorian, Tasmanian, New South Wales and South | 27

Section 25 (1) (d) EMBA. Australian Electoral Commission database was searched
for relevant councils, shires and cities close to the activity.

The existing database from previous activity was also
perused for relevancy.

Offshore Operators, | Operators, titleholders and | Previous activities database was used to identify other | 8

Titleholders, Offshore | proponents who operate, | operators within the EMBA.

Infrastructure hold titles or are planning | NEATS database was also used to find titles and

Proponent activities, within the EMBA. titleholders within the EMBA.

Section 25 (1) (d) NOPSEMA EP database reviewed and subscribed to, to
identify other titleholders with activities, or planned
activities, in the area.

Research and Academic | Institutions that undertake | Details were obtained through the previous activities | 3

Institutions research within the EMBA. database.

Section 25 (1) (d) Desktop research was undertaken to identify any research
undertaken, or planned to be undertaken, in the EMBA.

State  or  Territory | State public authority thathas | Previous databases were perused for relevancy, and | 24

Department/Agency functions, interests or | desktop research was also conducted to identify the

Section 25 (1) (a) activities related to the | organisations relevant to the activity/EMBA.
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Subject-centred group Description of function, Tailored identification strategies Relevant
& regulatory category interest and activity persons
identified
activity and/or within the
EMBA.
Other Marine Users and | Groups and/or individuals | Community, including community marine users such as | 44
Community Groups that utilise the marine | surfers, sailing groups, and swimmers, were identified
Section 25 (1) (d) environment  within  the | through project awareness raising, including local adverts
EMBA. (print, social, media, TV adverts), and community

information sessions. These materials referred individuals
to resources which provided information required to
make an informed decision about potential impacts from
the activity on their functions, interests, and activities,
including consultation hub survey, thereby providing
multiple points of contact to engage with the project.

Utilising both desktop research and existing databases,
wharf-based businesses and port
authorities/harbourmasters in and adjacent to the EMBA
were identified and contacted. Project information was
encouraged to be shared with other potentially relevant
persons or organisations.

Ports local to the EMBA were visited.

3.4. Relevant Persons Identified

In the process of consultation, over 1728 individuals and groups were contacted during the preparation of this
EP. Of these individual points of contact, 1015 relevant persons were identified, as per Table 3-5 above. Full
details of these persons can be found in Appendix C1, excluding those that requested their information be
maintained as confidential.

3.5. Providing Sufficient Information

Pursuant to section 25(2) of the Environment Regulations, titleholders are required to provide relevant
persons with sufficient information to allow them to make an informed assessment of the possible
consequences of the proposed activity on their functions, activities and interests.

Throughout the consultation process, ConocoPhillips Australia provided what it considers to be sufficient
information to all relevant persons in accordance with section 25(2).

Prior to submission of this EP on 9 November 2023 for Public Comment, and to confirm the sufficiency of the
information provided, ConocoPhillips Australia carried out a review of whether relevant persons had been
provided sufficient information relevant to their functions, interests and activities, using the following criteria:

e  Whether the information provided was in a format that was accessible to the relevant person.

e  Whether the information provided was at the appropriate level of detail.

e Whether the information was provided using an appropriate method (e.g., letter, email, phone call
etc.)

e  Whether the process of providing sufficient information was iterative.

The approach adopted by ConocoPhillips Australia was to ensure information was provided in a targeted and
proportionate way by providing each relevant person with a base level of sufficient information about the
project, while enabling them to easily access or request further information on areas that may have been of
particular interest or concern to that relevant person. Where appropriate, ConocoPhillips Australia also
provided relevant persons with detailed instructions on how to access that further information (including, in
some instances, access tailored to the relevant person's accessibility requests).
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3.5.1.1. Information about the Consultation Process

In particular, all relevant persons received clear, concise information about the consultation process itself,
including:

e Notifying and explaining to the relevant person that their functions, interests or activities may be
affected by the proposed activities under the EP.

e Information on the stages of the consultation process, opportunities to co-design the consultation
process to suit the relevant person's preferences, and how to provide feedback to receive tailored
information.

3.5.1.2. Base Level of Sufficient Information

All relevant persons received core, critical and clear information about the Otway Exploration Drilling Program,
including:

e Anoverview of the exploration program activity description, operational areas, timing and methods.

e Anenvironmental planning area description and map based on the largest extent of possible effect
(Existing Environment and Environmental Considerations).

e Anoutline of typical operational aspects associated with an exploration program and potential
environmental impacts and risks to values and sensitivities, as a result of these aspects.

o Updates on the development of the EP and the regulatory process.

e ConocoPhillips Australia considered this to be the base level of sufficient information for all relevant
persons.

3.5.1.3. Access to Further Information

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises that the level of information necessary is likely to vary for different
relevant persons and may depend on the degree to which a relevant person is affected. For this reason, in
addition to the base level of sufficient information, relevant persons were given the means to access further
information that may have been of particular relevance to them and were provided with clear guidance on
how to:

e Request further information tailored to their interests affected.

e Access ConocoPhillips Australia's 'consultation hub' website, where more detailed information on a
wide range of topics was available (e.g., information sheets on impacts associated with atmospheric
emissions, marine mammals, commercial fishing, etc).

e Sign up to receive further information, including ongoing project updates, with direct access to every
detailed information sheet on key topic areas when released.

e Attend upcoming community sessions and webinars.

e Access draft EP Chapters and technical supporting reports (prior to the public comment period).

Release of draft EP Chapters

In addition, for full transparency and awareness, a notification about the release of the draft EP chapters was
sent on 24 August 2023 via email to all identified relevant persons and people subscribed to receive updates,
which included project update information sheet 11. At this time, selected draft EP chapters were available
online, with the remainder released by 31 August 2023. Once available access to the draft EP Chapters was
also advertised in national and regional print media and on regional radio in two schedules (see advertising
schedule at Appendix C2).

The release of the draft Environment Plan chapters was intended to provide all available information
transparently to those relevant persons who had requested access to as much information as possible, and to
address any uncertainty about whether sufficient information had been provided where relevant persons had
provided limited or no feedback.
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3.5.1.4. Additional Tailored Information

Each relevant person’s consultation summary (Appendix C1) includes an identification of the 'sufficient
information' provided to that relevant person as part of their consultation process. As identified in those
consultation summaries, additional tailored information was provided to relevant persons depending on their
level of engagement, their functions, interests or activities, and the impacts and risks that may affect them.
Those consultation summaries also record ConocoPhillips Australia's prompt responses to all reasonable
requests for further information, and opportunities for further direct engagement offered via their preferred
communication method.

Commercial Fishers
For Commercial Fishers, these opportunities for further direct engagement included:

e engaging through industry bodies;
e providing specific information on the potential impacts and risks to the fishing industry; and
e holding targeted forums to gather feedback and answer questions.

First Nations

For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, these opportunities for further direct engagement included
providing information about the purpose of consultation and respectfully seeking to understand how each of
the identified RAP/PBCs/TOAGs wished to be consulted. In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia offered to
support the co-design of the consultation process with compensation for associated costs such as venue hire,
elders sitting fees, travel, IT support and staff time, as well as an offer to fund capacity and independent
resources (as part of our Cultural Heritage Protection Program). ConocoPhillips Australia was cognisant of
consultation fatigue for First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs and prioritised personal, direct communication
with each identified RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs to provide a straightforward channel to share information on
their preferred consultation method and any concerns pertaining to cultural values and heritage.

3.5.2. Format of the Information

Information was provided to relevant persons in various formats.
The most appropriate format of information was determined:

e by request from the relevant person (through their co-design with ConocoPhillips Australia of their
consultation process); and/or

e following feedback from the relevant person; and/or

e otherwise tailored by reference to the functions, interests and activities of the relevant person.

3.5.3. Methods of Delivery of Information

The initial information was provided using familiar and easily accessible methods to ensure ConocoPhillips
Australia could most effectively capture a broad base of relevant persons. Once engagement with specific
groups and individuals began, those relevant persons were consulted regarding their preferred
communication method (typically reflecting how they chose to communicate with us), and this helped co-
design the consultation process by reference to the functions, interests and activities of the relevant person.

ConocoPhillips Australia would take into account any preferences expressed by the relevant person as to how
they wished to be consulted, but to ensure optionality in the delivery of information would continue to offer
further information in a variety of formats (including e.g. webinars, links to the project website / Consultation
Hub, invitations for meetings (online or in person)).

Table 3-6 lists the methods of delivery used by ConocoPhillips Australia and examples of the information
provided using that method, demonstrating how the method of delivery of sufficient information was tailored
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to both the nature of the information being provided and the relevant persons functions, interests and

activities.

Table 3-6: Examples of information provided to relevant persons through various methods

Method of delivery

Summary of Information Provided

Letters (registered)

Registered letters were sent to relevant persons when correspondence needed to be tracked to ensure
receipt e.g., mailout to commercial fishers. See Appendix C1.

Letters

Formal letters were used to correspond with relevant persons during consultation when formal
documentation was warranted, such as responses to objections and claims. See Appendix C1.

Email and telephone

Email and telephone were used to consult with relevant persons as part of the development of the EP,
typically where this was the primary method of communication used by the relevant person.

Draft reports/EP chapters

The Draft Preliminary Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment (PEIRA) was published on the project
website; relevant persons were notified and invited to provide feedback and raise objections and
claims that informed the management of impacts and risks and proposed control measures.

Otway project website

A project website was created which included a Consultation Hub and a document library. Information
about relevant person activation, communication preferences and privacy options. All Project
Updates, reports, draft EP chapters, information sheets, webinar recordings etc were available on the
external website.

Interactive map

An interactive map of the environmental planning area is hosted on the project website/consultation
hub, and relevant persons were encouraged to pin a location of environmental value or sensitivity.
Twenty-three comments have been received to date.

Information sheets

Twenty information sheets were developed and distributed in accordance with section 25(2) to ensure
the proposed activities were adequately described, including impacts and risks, as part of a suite of
information that enabled relevant persons to make an informed assessment of the possible
consequences of the activity on their functions, interests or activities. The information sheets were
emailed to relevant persons and were available at community information sessions (as they were
produced). They were also publicly available for interested persons on ConocoPhillips Australia
website (with the exclusion of the Information Sheets 17, 18, 19 on the Cultural Heritage Protection
Program, which was only disturbed via the relevant RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs).

These information sheets can be found in full in Appendix C2.

Additional information sheets have been produced since the initial submission of the EP as part of
ongoing consultation.

EP Summary

Information Sheet 13 provided a detailed summary of the entire Environment Plan. This can be found
in in Appendix C2.

Webinars

Three webinars were hosted at each consultation milestone:

*  Webinar 1 — Establishing Context
*  Webinar 2 — Environmental Impact and Risk Assessment
*  Webinar 3 —Initial Environment Plan Content Available

*  Webinar 4 — Next steps as the EP is submitted for Public Comment, was held after the EP was
submitted for public comment.

Webinars 1, 2 and 4 were recorded and uploaded to the project website; technical difficulties

precluded this for webinar 3, but a briefing and/or copy of the presentation was offered instead.

Webinar 5 was held after the initial submission of the EP to provide an update on what was heard
during public comment.

Community Information

Sessions

17 Community Information Sessions (see content and location details at Table 3-7) and 3 fisher specific
information sessions

Online meetings

39 virtual meetings for online briefings, presentations and consultation with relevant persons and
organisations. Where appropriate, joint meetings were held with other titleholders to reduce
consultation fatigue.

Face-to-face meetings

20 in-person meetings for briefings, presentations and consultation with relevant persons and
organisations. For some First Nations RAPs/PBCs and Peak Bodies for commercial fishers, joint
meetings were coordinated with other titleholders to reduce consultation fatigue.
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3.5.4. Appropriate Level of Detail

ConocoPhillips Australia acknowledges that different relevant persons have different expectations about the
level of detail they require to be able to make an informed assessment of the possible consequences of the
activity on their functions, interests and activities. ConocoPhillips Australia therefore provided information at
varied levels of detail throughout the consultation process to best meet relevant person’s needs. As part of
the co-design process relevant persons were asked if they required more detail than had been provided and
any feedback was responded to.

For example, 16 individual information sheets were prepared concerning environmental aspects, receptors,
impacts or risks and these were provided directly to relevant persons. Additionally, a preliminary
environmental impact and risk assessment was prepared early during the consultation process, so that
relevant persons had a complete picture of how they may be affected and could ask for more information.

In addition, ConocoPhillips Australia made all non-sensitive information available on its Consultation Hub
website (and instructions for accessing this information was provided to relevant persons). This included draft
EP Chapters and technical supporting reports (i.e. the full detail) and was made accessible as and when the
information became available, to transparently update those relevant persons who had a desire for more
information beyond what they were initially provided.

The information available on the Otway Exploration Drilling Program website is listed in Table 3-7 below and
is available in full in Appendix C2.

Table 3-7: List of information provided and the format it was provided in

Name Released Format Description
Consultation February 2023 Information This Information Sheet provided an overview on how
Sheet 1 ConocoPhillips Australia proposed to undertake consultation in
the development of the EP.
Proposed Exploration | February 2023 Information This Information Sheet provided an overview of the proposed
Activity 2024-2028 Sheet 2 ConocoPhillips Australia Otway Exploration Program.

Relevant Persons | February 2023 Online survey Survey available on the ConocoPhillips Australia website to assist
Survey community members to self-identify as a relevant person, group
or organisation.
Webinar May 2023 (1) Live streamed, | Collectively the webinars provided a spoken and slide supported
July 2023 (2) recorded for | presentation of overview of proposed activity, Reg Framework,
upload on | drilling process, overview/update of consultation process,
September o . . . . .
activity website | environmental risk and impact assessments, planning area and
2023 (3) - . .
and  YouTube | description of environment, environmental performance
November 2023 | channel outcomes for the activity, consultation feedback, how to provide

(4)
March 2024 (5)

feedback/objections and claims on EP chapter, how to make
public comment, public comment feedback, changes made as a
result of public comment.

Advertisement

February -

September
2023

Print and social
media
advertisement
placements in
national,

Collectively the advertisements provided a notification and
overview of activity, relevant person information, link and QR
codes to consultation hub, contact details, notice of availability
of draft environment chapters, extension of consultation,
community information sessions.

regional and
indigenous
newspapers,
Facebook and
LinkedIn
Radio advertisement April, June, July, | Regional radio | Collectively the advertisements provided a notification and
Aug/Sep 2023 station advert | overview of activity, relevant person information, how to contact
spots and notice of community information sessions.
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Name Released Format Description

Legislative and Other | April 2023 Document This document captured the legislative and other requirements

Requirements that apply to the activity.

Preliminary April 2023 Document This document provided the preliminary assessment of all the

Environmental Impact environmental impacts and risks ConocoPhillips Australia had

and Risk Assessment identified to help relevant persons understand potential impacts
of the proposed activity on their functions, interests and
activities.

Consultation on | May 2023 Document This document produced by NOPSEMA provides information for

offshore petroleum the community on consultation for offshore petroleum activities

environment plans - in Commonwealth waters. Uploaded to the activity website,

information for the notice of availability was provided in campaign emails, webinars

community and at community information sessions.

Project Update May | May 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the next phase of the

2023 Sheet 3 Environment Plan development and consultation.

Commercial Fishing May 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the ongoing assessment of

Sheet 4 potential impacts and risks to the Tier One commercial fisheries.

Emissions and | May 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the ongoing assessment of

Discharges Sheet 5 potential impacts and risks arising from air emission sand
planned discharges.

Seabirds, Penguins and | May 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the ongoing assessment of

Marine Turtles Sheet 6 potential impacts and risks to seabirds, penguins, and marine
turtles.

Other Marine and | May 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the ongoing assessment of

Coastal users Sheet 7 potential impacts and risks to other marine and coastal users.

Marine mammals May 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the ongoing assessment of

Sheet 8 potential impacts and risks to mammals.

Historical Military | May 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the ongoing assessment of

Ordnance Risk Sheet 9 the risk of interaction between vessels or equipment associated

(Unexploded Ordnance with the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and any historic

Risk) defence activities in the operational area.

Otway Exploration | May 2023 YouTube Video This is a recording of the Information Session held on King Island

Drilling Program on 18 May as part of the ConocoPhillips Australia Otway

Community Information Exploration Drilling Program consultation process.

Session

Otway Exploration | May 2023 YouTube Video This is the first Webinar as part of the ConocoPhillips Australia

Drilling Program Otway Exploration Drilling Program consultation process.

Webinar 1

Project Update June | June 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the next phase of our

2023 Sheet 10 Environment Plan development and consultation.

Otway Exploration | July 2023 YouTube Video This is the second Webinar as part of the ConocoPhillips Australia

Drilling Program Otway Exploration Drilling Program consultation process.

Webinar 2

Project Update August | August 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the next phase of our

2023 Sheet 11 Environment Plan development and consultation.

Unplanned August 2023 Information This information sheet summarised the assessed risk and

Hydrocarbon Release Sheet 12 response planning required for an unplanned hydrocarbon

release as part of the proposed activity.

Draft Environment Plan
and Technical Reports

August 2023

Draft Chapters
and  Technical
Reports

Draft Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan
chapters and supporting technical reports were made publicly
available on the ConocoPhillips Australia website, and relevant
persons were notified of this.
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Name Released Format Description
ConocoPhillips Australia | September YouTube Video This is an animated overview of the exploration drilling process
Drilling Overview 2023 undertaken in offshore Australia.
Environment Plan | November 2023 | Information Otway Exploration Drilling Program Environment Plan Summary
Summary Sheet 13 Information Sheet 13 was emailed to relevant persons and was
publicly available on the ConocoPhillips Australia website.
What we heard during | March 2024 Information What we heard during public comment period Information Sheet
public comment Sheet 14 was emailed to all relevant persons and was publicly available on
the ConocoPhillips Australia website.
Activity Limitations June 2024 Information A project update on the activity limitations was emailed to
Sheet 15 relevant persons and was publicly available on the ConocoPhillips
Australia website.
Revised map with June 2024 Information A revised map of the operational areas was emailed to relevant
coordinates showing Sheet 16 persons and was publicly available on the ConocoPhillips
reduced operational Australia website.
areas
Cultural Heritage May 2024 Information Respectfully acknowledges that First Nations People hold the
Protection Program Sheet 17 solutions for caring for Country and appreciates Gunditjmara’s
(GMTOAC — Primary “enduring responsibility to care for [Sea Country] Nyamat
First Nation’s Mirring. Outlines ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the
stakeholder, see protection of Nyamat Mirring for the Otway Exploration Drilling
Appendix C3) Program and the Cultural Heritage Protection Program.
Cultural Heritage May 2024 Information Respectfully acknowledges that First Nations People hold the
Protection Program Sheet 18 solutions for caring for Country and appreciates Eastern Maar’s
(EMAC — Primary First vision for Healthy Country. Outlines ConocoPhillips Australia’s
Nation’s stakeholder, commitment to the protection of Sea Country for the Otway
see Appendix C3) Exploration Drilling Program and the Cultural Heritage Protection
Program.
Cultural Heritage September Information Respectfully acknowledges that First Nations People hold the
Protection Program 2024 Sheet 19 solutions for caring for Country and appreciates that Country is a
(Secondary Stakeholder complex landscape that describes all aspects of place,
area — moderate environment, spirituality, law and identity, including
threshold EMBA, see consideration of inundated lands as Sea Country. Outlines
Appendix C3) ConocoPhillips Australia’s commitment to the protection of Sea
Country for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and the
Cultural Heritage Protection Program.
SA & NSW State September Information This information sheet summarised the activity and provided an
Fisheries 2024 Sheet 20 assessment of and potential impacts and risks to, Tier Two
commercial state fisheries.
Protecting Southern November 2024 | Information This information sheet details the range of measures to
Right Whales Sheet 21 safeguard the southern right whale from potential impacts
caused by our activity
3.5.5. Iterative Process for Reaching Sufficient Information

By adopting an iterative, collaborative and comprehensive approach to the provision of information,
ConocoPhillips Australia considers that it has exceeded the requirement to provide relevant persons sufficient
information to allow an informed assessment of any possible effects of the activity on their functions, interests
or activities. When a relevant person requested further information, it was promptly provided by
ConocoPhillips Australia (see Consultation Summaries). The iterative and collaborative nature of the
consultation process is demonstrated best where there were multiple occasions where feedback (including,
for example questions, requests and further information) was exchanged between ConocoPhillips Australia
and relevant persons.
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3.6. Reasonable Period for Consultation

As set out in section 25(3) of the Environment Regulations, titleholders must allow all relevant persons a
reasonable period for the consultation.

3.6.1. Reasonable Period with Sufficient Information

Reasonable period — 30 days

ConocoPhillips Australia considered that a period of 30 days from the time of receiving the base level of
sufficient information (as described in Section 3.5.1.2 ‘Base level of sufficient information’) to be a reasonable
period for relevant persons to either raise objections or claims, or request additional time or information. This
general timeframe was chosen in-part to bring consultation in-line with the 30-day public comment period for
an Environment Plan provided by section 30 of the Environment Regulations.

All requests for an extension of time beyond 30 days were considered and assessed on a case-by-case basis
and granted accordingly. ConocoPhillips Australia provided additional information and remained engaged with
relevant persons to help assess all of the feedback (including objections or claims) provided. In the event,
ConocoPhillips Australia ultimately provided well in excess of 30 days for the majority of relevant persons to
allow for detailed, considered and genuine consultation as demonstrated in the Consultation Summaries.

Extended consultation periods tailored to functions, interests or activities of relevant persons

Based on feedback from relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia extended consultation on the proposed
activity until 3 September 2023 (Event ID: 2625) from the initial date of 31 July 2023. Further feedback from
relevant persons was accommodated with a second extension to the consultation period until 30 September
2023 (Event ID: 3050), at which time consultation efforts were paused to allow ConocoPhillips Australia to
prepare the EP for submission to NOPSEMA and public comment on 9 November 2023.

ConocoPhillips Australia recognises that what constitutes a reasonable period for consultation should be
considered on a case-by-case basis, having regard to the nature, scale and complexity of the activity, as well
as the extent and severity of potential impacts and risks on a relevant person’s functions, interest or
activities®. Therefore, for certain classes of relevant persons, ConocoPhillips Australia (as a rule) afforded those
relevant persons extended consultation periods (beyond 30 days).

For Tier One Commercial Fishers, ConocoPhillips Australia considered 45 days from the time of receiving
sufficient information to be a reasonable period to make an informed assessment of the potential impacts and
risks. This is an extension of the 30 days due to the potential impact of the activity on their functions, interests
and activities, such as displacement. In addition, it was also identified that allowing additional time would
assist in mitigating stress and time constraints inherent in the industry. This extension was not required for
Tier Two fishers, as the potential impacts to their functions, interests and activities are from an unplanned
event only, resulting in minimal assessment time and burden being required to make an informed assessment.
Further details on this and the tiered approach and methodology can be found in Appendix C4.

For First Nations RAPs/TOGEs/PBCs/LALCs, in accordance with our commitment to ensuring meaningful
participation and respecting the cultural practices of Traditional Owners, ConocoPhillips Australia considered
60 days to be a reasonable period for consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia considered that this extended

® Pages 8-9: Consultation in the course of preparing an environment plan
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consultation period allowed First Nations relevant persons ample time for community members to thoroughly
review the proposed matters, consult with elders and knowledge holders, and prepare their feedback, to
ensure all First Nations voices were heard.

This period recognises other relevant processes, such as those required under the Corporations (Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander) Act 2006 (CATSI Act), which requires a minimum of 21 days' notice to be given for
any general meetings. We believe this approach fosters inclusive and thoughtful decision-making, ensuring
that all voices are heard and respected.

Consultation period benchmarks

When determining reasonable periods for consultation for different classes of relevant persons,
ConocoPhillips Australia took guidance from consultation (or related) periods from comparable contexts,
including the following:

e The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) prescribes the

following periods for community consultation processes:
- Assessment by public environment report — Public comment periods for a minimum of 20
business days.
- Assessment by environmental impact statement — Public comment period for at least 20 days.
- Public Consultation on Draft terms of reference and Draft Strategic Impact Assessment Report (and
draft policy, plan or program), under Part 10 of the EPBC Act, is a minimum of 28 days.
ConocoPhillips Australia considers these periods are useful benchmarks for consultation under the
Environment Regulations given the nature of consultation that is contemplated under the EPBC Act.
For example, the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water's guidance on
consultation® contemplates that consultation before a referral requires 'reach[ing] out to people in the
area where your project will happen before you refer your action', and may involve hosting a
community meeting, doing a letterbox drop, posting a notice on public boards, and sharing project
information on a website.

e The Aboriginal Heritage Act 2006 (Vic) imposes a 30-day time period for registered Aboriginal parties to
approve or refuse to approve a cultural heritage management plan (subject to extensions where the
registered Aboriginal part has requested information).

e As noted above, section 30 of the Environment Regulations provides for a public comment period of 30
days.

In addition to the above guidance, ConocoPhillips Australia approached consultation informed by the Full
Federal Court's guidance given in its recent Tipakalippa decision that the consultation process under section
25 of the Environment Regulations must be taken to be an obligation capable of being discharged within a
reasonable time’.

ConocoPhillips Australia notes that although the above comparable legislative processes were used to
benchmark ConocoPhillips Australia's views as to what constituted a reasonable period for consultation (i.e.
between 30 and 60 days at a minimum, as described above), in the event ConocoPhillips Australia frequently
engaged in consultation that far exceeded those minimum periods.

¢ Consulting the community in EPBC Act referrals and assessments - DCCEEW
7 Tipakalippa, [136].
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3.7. Relevant Person Input into Environmental Management

As described in NOPSEMA’s guideline on ‘Consultation in the course of preparing an environment plan’,
‘consultation is critical to achieve outcomes that are consistent with the principles of ESD, and ensuring
environmental impacts and risks of the activity are reduced to ALARP and acceptable levels. Therefore, the
consultation process must assist to ensure that the titleholder has ascertained, understood and addressed all
the environmental impacts and risks that might arise from its proposed activity, including information that the
titleholder would otherwise not be aware of, except through an appropriate consultation process in order to
inform the most effective environmental management of the activities’ impacts and risks’. Consultation and
feedback inform and improve the predictive quality of the impact and risk assessments, and validate or
improve the environment protection measures.

ConocoPhillips Australia employed various methods to engage relevant persons and solicit feedback on how
the activity may affect their functions, interests or activities. These methods were customised to different
groups and individuals to ensure that feedback was encouraged and facilitated appropriately. There were
several feedback channels available to relevant persons, including face-to-face and virtual meetings, phone
calls, emails, and the interactive consultation hub (website).

Relevant persons were encouraged to provide comment within a 30-day period from receipt of any update or
information. Comments provided outside of this time were still considered and incorporated into the EP. The
criteria used to determine if a reasonable opportunity, sufficient information, and a reasonable period had
been provided, and no further engagement was required included:

e If no response was received following this period from a section 25(1)(a) and (b) category of relevant
persons, on a case-by-case basis, they were followed up and, if no further response was received, then
it was considered that no feedback was to be provided and consultation was closed out until further
notification if applicable.

e If a response was received from a section 25(1)(a) and (b) category relevant persons, feedback was
assessed, objections and claims were assessed for merit and then a response was provided to the
relevant person.

e If no further response was received, consultation was then closed out until further notification, if
applicable.

For section 25(1)(d) relevant persons, direct follow up was undertaken on a case-by-case basis, even if no
response was received following initial engagement, to ensure receipt and seek feedback. Criteria to
determine if a reasonable opportunity, sufficient information, and a reasonable period had been provided
included:

o The relevant person acknowledged ConocoPhillips Australia’s response and that they were satisfied
with the way their feedback had been addressed.

e The relevant person was not satisfied with how their feedback has been addressed but were made
aware of how their views were being reflected to NOPSEMA and how ConocoPhillips Australia was
responding to them.

A common misunderstanding from relevant persons was that their consent was required for the activity to
proceed. This often involved the receipt of the same, or very similar, feedback from individual relevant persons
on multiple occasions. In these circumstances, ConocoPhillips Australia provided clarification to relevant
persons of their rights under section 25 and sent them NOPSEMA brochure: Consultation on offshore
petroleum environment plans brochure.pdf (nopsema.gov.au)].

3.7.1. Tailored and Appropriate Feedback

In addition to the publicly available information, ConocoPhillips Australia understood that different relevant
persons require different channels of feedback with varying information requirements. Rather than burdening
relevant persons with the task of filtering information, feedback was tailored so that they received the
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sufficient information required to make informed decisions, in a manner most appropriate to them. For
example, most Government agencies were contacted via email and provided with monthly project updates,
whilst others were provided specific responses in line with their consultation guidelines. Further, some First
Nations organisations advised that they did not want to consult further until the EP was accepted, whereas
others requested face-to-face meetings on Country, all of which was accommodated for in recognition and
out of respect for varying levels of concern regarding impacts and risks to cultural values. Summary and full
text responses demonstrating tailored feedback can be found in Appendix C1 and Appendix D.

3.7.2. Tailored Consultation for King Island in Response to EMRS (2021) Survey

In 2021, the Wilderness Society (ORG ID: 524) commissioned independent polling company EMRS to conduct
an island-wide survey on King Island regarding the Sequoia 3D Marine Seismic Survey (FULL TEXT COPY of
survey report and results is presented in Appendix C2). Many members of the King Island community
requested we respond to the survey when we started consultation for the Otway Exploration Drilling Program
(Event ID: 1085, 1304). In response to these requests, ConocoPhillips Australia undertook to re-review the
survey. Subsequent assessment identified how consultation on King Island could be adapted considering
survey findings, the following modifications were made to consultation:

e Community Awareness: The EMRS (2021) survey identified that 50 per cent of the respondents (~268
individuals) were aware of the Sequoia 3D MSS. To increase awareness and potential relevant person
identification for the proposed Otway Exploration Drilling Program, ConocoPhillips Australia worked
with King Island vendors to facilitate an island wide letterbox drop to all households inviting all
residents to all community information sessions hosted on the island. This information also included
QR code link to the project website where recipients could learn more about the proposed activity.
ConocoPhillips Australia also increased the frequency of radio advertisements promoting the sessions
to support community awareness.

e Use of marine environment: The EMRS (2021) survey identified that 74 percent of respondents used
the marine environment for recreation whilst 66 per cent of respondents used the marine environment
for recreational fishing, highlighting there were 354-398 potentially relevant individuals on the island.
In addition to the efforts outlined above, ConocoPhillips Australia reviewed historic consultation lists
and undertook additional desktop reviews and investigations to identify additional possible
recreational groups and clubs on the island that might wish to be consulted. This resulted in some
group-specific consultation (Org ID: 513, King Island Development Organisation, Org ID: 619, Event ID:
2377) but was not broadly adopted/taken up.

e Decision-making process: The EMRS (2021) survey identified that 15 percent of respondents (~80
individuals) believed they had a say in the decision-making process for the Sequoia 3D MSS. Although
consent is not a requirement under Division 3, ConocoPhillips Australia used relevant person
consultation to identify values and sensitivities and help inform assessments in the preparation of this
EP. This EP had over 250 changes made in response to feedback from relevant persons, and close to
850 references to feedback (Events/FB IDs) that took place during consultation.

3.8. Appropriate Measures Adopted
3.8.1. Assessing Feedback

Feedback received from relevant persons was recorded and feedback type, assessment of merit for objections
and claims, and the titleholder response or proposal response if any, are presented in Appendix C1 as part of
the consultation summaries. This process demonstrates the consistent methodology applied to assessing
feedback provided throughout the consultation process.

During the assessment process, each item of feedback was assigned a unique identifier (FB ID) and assigned a
‘feedback type’ as described below.

An objection or claim is defined as:
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e To express opposition, protest or concern about the adverse impact of the activity to which the
environment plan relates

e Arequest or demand that certain action be taken by the titleholder to address adverse impacts

e Aclaim that there will be an adverse impact associated with the activity

e A claim that casts doubt about the manner in which the activity will be managed.

Other feedback types were also identified, including:

e Information gathered through the consultation process which may be incorporated into the EP where
it informs the identification of environmental values and sensitivities’, or may be used to inform the
consultation process.

e Assertions about the consultation process undertaken in preparation of the EP.

e Concerns about the consultation process.

e Questions that may support the assessment of the possible consequences of the activity on the
functions, interests or activities of the relevant person.

e Requests that are related to the consultation process.

The merit of objections and claims received from relevant persons during consultation and public comment
were assessed by a senior member of ConocoPhillips Australia’s team who assigned a categorisation of ‘low’
or ‘high’ in line with the definitions in Table 3-8 Merit of objections and claims.

Table 3-8: Merit of objections and claims

Low Merit High Merit

The objection or claim is not about the project or any activity | Feedback is about the adverse impact of the activity to which the
within the project i.e., outside the scope of the Environment | environment plan relates.

Plan. The objection or claim has already been considered in the EP, and

The objection or claim is not about the adverse impacts of the | ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken a review to ensure it has
activity to which the environment plan relates i.e., outside the | been adequately assessed.

scope of the Environment Plan, or no possible cause-effect | the ghjection or claim is not already considered in the EP and is of
pathway was identified for impacts and this was explained in | gyfficient merit to alter the content of the EP to reflect the
the response. response —including a change in the environmental management
Objection or claim is factually incorrect. of the project.

Objection or claim represents a statement of fundamental
objection.

ConocoPhillips Australia has provided NOPSEMA the following information in the Sensitive Information Report
(Appendix D):

e Summaries and full-text copies of each item of feedback provided by a relevant person

e ConocoPhillips Australia’s assessment of the merits of any objection or claim about the adverse impact
of the proposed activity to which the environment plan relates, and

o A statement of ConocoPhillips Australia’s most current response, or proposed response, if any, to each
objection or claim.

Summaries of feedback provided by relevant persons and ConocoPhillips Australia’s responses, including the
assessment of merit of any objections and claims, are also provided in Appendix C1.

3.8.2. Input Used and Measures Adopted

According to the guidelines set by NOPSEMA (GL2086), a primary objective of consultation under regulation
section 25 of Division 3 is to ensure that authorities, organisations, and relevant individuals who may be
affected by activities carried out by the titleholder are consulted, and their input is used to inform the
development of environment plans where appropriate. ConocoPhillips Australia received feedback, primarily
as information, that helped to enhance our understanding of the environmental values and sensitivities that
could be affected by the activity. These items of feedback and their inclusion or consideration in the EP are
presented in Appendix C1.
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There were 1000 occasions where ConocoPhillips Australia responded to individual items of feedback (FB),
including objections and claims received through consultation. Of these 1000 items, 374 were in response to
claims, 56 were in response to objections, 201 were related to information being provided, 160 were
assertions and 12 were concerns related to consultation, 108 were associated with questions, 46 were
associated with statements, 2 were classified as other and 56 were classified as not within the scope of the EP
(noting some feedbacks represented more than one category). Table 3-9 below summarises the occasions
where measures were adopted in response to feedback specific to the consultation process.

Table 3-9: Consultation measures adopted

Request Event ID FBID Measure Adopted
ConocoPhillips take the survey | 2512 181 EMRS Survey about the sequoia seismic survey and
undertaken by EMRS of King Island community sentiment was considered in this chapter
residents into  consideration  for and can be seen in full at appendix C2.
consultation?
Questions regarding the effectiveness of | 2512 185 Use of multiple methods and tools to support
consultation mediums. consultation, from in community discussions through

to webinars and animations.

Questions regarding the engagement | 2512 183 Consultation included a range of methods from in-
with youth/seniors on King Island. community discussions through to webinars and
animations. ConocoPhillips has been responsive to
requests for changes in approach, e.g. drop-in sessions
to town hall style briefings at different times of day.

Recommended advertising through the | 2575 119 Advertisements were run in the Portland Observer
Portland Observer. when promoting community information sessions or
other information. See Appendix C2 for full details of
advertisements.

Feedback that not everybody could | 1085 443 ConocoPhillips Australia hosted two sessions on 13
attend an evening community session on July, one AM and one PM session to allow more
King Island. members of the community an opportunity to attend.
Recommendation that a sign needed to | 1085 442 A sign was taken to all future information sessions in
be out the front for community sessions, community from 15/03.

so people knew where it was hosted.

Objection that community sessions are | 1085 440 ConocoPhillips  Australia  commenced  holding
inaccessible and recommendation they’re information sessions (town halls) from May 2023 to
changed to town halls. provide information about the proposed activity to

interested community members to support the
identification of relevant persons.

Claim that sufficient time is not given to | 2450 70 Consultation process was extended on two occasions.
digest and provide meaningful A period of consultation significantly longer than
consultation based on the times outlined. industry norms was afforded.

A record of all measures adopted is included in Appendix C1 and D.

3.9. Public Comment

The Public Comment period commenced on 16 November 2023 for a 30-day period, closing on 18 December
2023. During this time 11,440 submissions were made to NOPSEMA about the Otway Exploration Drilling
Program Environment Plan (EP).

e 11,378 submissions through petitions arranged by Wilderness Society and Australian Marine
Conservation Society
e 62 individualised submissions were received.

ConocoPhillips Australia established a rigorous process to ensure that adequate consideration was given to
each public comment submission.
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Full details of ConocoPhillips Australia’s approach to public comment is included in Appendix C6: Public
Comment Report, and extensive responses to public comments are provided in the Titleholders Report on
Public Comment available on NOPSEMA’s website, excluding information provided by persons who requested
their information be maintained as sensitive.

3.10. Record Keeping

A confidential database of relevant persons was created and maintained using Consultation Manager to
ensure accurate record-keeping. ConocoPhillips Australia stores all consultation records on Consultation
Manager, which is an 1ISO27001/9001 compliant product. Viewing access is only granted to authorised persons
by ConocoPhillips Australia’ authorised Administrator.

3.11. Ongoing Consultation

Section 22 (15) of the Environment Regulations mandates that a titleholder’s implementation strategy must
include ongoing consultation. ConocoPhillips Australia’s implementation strategy includes ongoing
consultation procedures that are in place to manage and fulfil this requirement (see Ongoing Relevant Person
Consultation at Section 10.2.5 in the Implementation Strategy). The goals of these processes are to achieve
the following over the lifecycle of the project:

o Identification of additional relevant persons that may be affected by the Otway Exploration Drilling
Program activities.

e Continuation of two-way meaningful dialogue with relevant persons.

e Provision of sufficient information to all relevant persons.

e Adjustment protocol principles to compensate impacted fishers in appropriate circumstances.

e Ongoing identification and resolution of issues identified by relevant persons.

e Adaptive impact and risk management that reflects new knowledge and understanding acquired over
the life of the EP.

e Ensuring impacts and risks continue to be identified and managed to as low as reasonably practicable
and acceptable levels.

ConocoPhillips Australia uses Consultation Manager to maintain an updated list of relevant individuals and
organisations and provide them with new information, project development notices, and updates on any
changes that may affect their functions, interests, or activities. Each relevant person has their preferred
medium of communication, which was previously established during the co-design process. However, this can
be altered to suit the relevant person’s needs. Those who identify as relevant persons after the EP submission
will be communicated with under the ongoing consultation process.

In managing feedback, including complaints, disputes and grievances, ConocoPhillips Australia uses the
relevant person enquiry, complaint, dispute and grievance procedure, shown in Figure 3-5, to set a minimum
standard for timely response to relevant persons.

In the event feedback relates to a new or significant increase in an existing impact or risk, a revised EP will be
submitted to NOPSEMA for assessment in accordance with the Environment Regulations section 39(2).
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Relevant Person Enquiry, Complaint,
Dispute and Grievance Procedure
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Figure 3-5: Relevant person enquiry, complaint, dispute and grievance procedure
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4. Description of the Environment

4.1. Environment that May Be Affected (EMBA)

In accordance with section 21(2) of the Environment Regulations, the ‘Environment that may be affected’
(EMBA) by the Otway Exploration Drilling Program is described in this section (Org ID: 45, GMTOAC, Event ID:
6339, FB ID: 1786). The EMBA is the term used consistently to describe where a change in the ambient
environment condition has the potential to occur as the result of a planned activity or an unplanned event. It
is noted that a change does not always imply that an adverse impact will occur. For example, a change may be
required over a particular exposure value or over a consistent period of time for an impact to occur.

For the purpose of this EP, the description of the environment is based on the largest predicted spatial extent
that hydrocarbon could extend, being the loss of well control (LOWC) low threshold EMBA. This area has been
identified through oil spill modelling which uses a combination of floating, dissolved and entrained
hydrocarbon contours to predict the geospatial extent. Modelling provides an informed estimate of where the
hydrocarbons might go if nothing is done to respond and enables the prediction of possible effects. As physical
conditions like currents, wind, waves and temperature are always changing, stochastic modelling is
undertaken whereby hundreds of hypothetical spills are simulated under different conditions based on historic
data for the area. The output from each of the individual simulations is then overlain to produce the LOWC
low threshold EMBA. It is important to note that the low thresholds used are not ecologically significant and
have no observable effect on sub-surface waters, or flora and fauna.

The LOWC low threshold EMBA also informs the establishment of an Environmental Planning Area which is
used to support consultation. The LOWC low threshold EMBA and Environmental Planning Area in no way
represent the actual extent of any single spill, but rather, they establish the area within which ConocoPhillips
Australia undertakes to identify environmental values, sensitivities and persons with functions, interests or
activities that may be affected by the proposed exploration program.

Environmental values and sensitivities, including specific receptors, may be more sensitive to certain aspects
of the exploration program than they are to others. For example, impacts like light and noise are known threats
to species such as marine turtles. In order to properly assess the impacts these aspects will have on receptors;
the description of the environment identifies receptors located within the spatial extents where aspects may
have an impact. EMBAs identified within this section are detailed in Table 4-1.

Table 4-1: Spatial extents used to identify sensitive receptors within the environment

Spatial Extent Detail/Basis of EMBA Figure/Sources

marine turtles

PTS and TTS may occur in marine turtles.

Operational Area Two Operational Areas: Figure 4-1
T/49P
VIC/P79
Continuous Sound Emissions
2 km EMBA around drilling | Maximum distance within which: Figure 4-2
activities for injury to fish and | Recoverably injury and TTS may occur in fish, and Underwater sound

modelling (Appendix G)

3.59 km EMBA around drilling
activities for injury to marine
mammals

Maximum distance within which:
TTS in marine mammals may occur (based on results for low-frequency
cetaceans).

Figure 4-2
Underwater sound
modelling (Appendix G)

12.6 km EMBA around drilling
activities for behavioural
disturbance to marine
mammals on-shelf

Maximum distance within which:
Behavioural disturbance to marine mammals may occur during drilling at
on-shelf locations.

Figure 4-2
Underwater sound
modelling (Appendix G)

22.8 km EMBA around drilling
activities for behavioural
disturbance to marine
mammals on shelf-edge

Maximum distance in the offshore direction, within which:
Behavioural disturbance to marine mammals may occur during drilling at
shelf-edge locations.

Figure 4-2
Underwater sound
modelling (Appendix G)
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Spatial Extent

Detail/Basis of EMIBA

Figure/Sources

Sub-bottom Profiling (SBP) Impulsive Sound Emissions associated with seabed surveys

500 m EMBA around seabed
survey activities for injury and
behavioural disturbance
*assessed under the 2 km
buffer

Conservative distance which includes the maximum spatial extent of
impacts to:

Cetaceans (Injury — TTS), and

Southern right whales (behavioural disturbance).

Figure 4-3
Underwater sound
modelling (Appendix G)

VSP Impulsive Sound Emissions — associated with well formation evaluation limited to 12 hrs per well, max. 2 wells

Marine invertebrate (no effects)
Fish, fish eggs and larvae (recoverable, mortality and TTS)
Marine turtles (behaviour, PTS and TTS)

1.5 km EMBA for behavioural | Conservative distance which includes the maximum spatial extent of | Figure 4-3
disturbance to all other | behavioural disturbance to: Underwater sound
whales All whales (excluding SRW). modelling (Appendix G)
2 km EMBA around VSP | Conservative distance which includes the maximum spatial extent of | Figure 4-3
activities for injury impacts to: Underwater sound

modelling (Appendix G)

2.5 km EMBA around VSP
activities for Injury to Marine
Mammals

*assessed under the 6.5 km
buffer

Conservative distance which includes the maximum spatial extent of
impacts to:
Cetaceans (TTS and PTS).

Figure 4-3
Underwater sound
modelling (Appendix G)

6.5 km EMBA around VSP
activities for behavioural
disturbance to SRWs**

Conservative distance which includes the maximum spatial extent of
behavioural disturbance to:
Southern right whales.

Figure 4-3
Underwater sound
modelling (Appendix G)

Artificial Light Emissions

Light EMBA Based on the National Light Pollution Guidelines for Wildlife (CoA 2023) | Figure 4-4

(20 km) of 20 km from each operational area

Flaring EMBA Based on assessment of modelling results to 0.001 Lux (49 km) from each | Figure 4-4 (Appendix F)
(49 km) operational area

Accidental Hydrocarbon Releases

Marine Diesel Oil (MDO) spill
(moderate threshold)

Actionable threshold where environmental harm may occur
MDO — moderate thresholds

Figure 4-5 (Appendix E)

MDO spill (low threshold)

Monitoring threshold where environmental harm is not considered to
occur MDO — low thresholds

Figure 4-5 (Appendix E)

Loss of Well Control (LOWC)
event (moderate threshold)

Actionable threshold where environmental harm may occur
LOWC — moderate thresholds

Figure 4-6 (Appendix E)

direction. NOTE: Does not reflect the outcome from any single spill event,
but rather the cumulative outline of 1400 hypothetical spills.

LOWC (low threshold) Monitoring threshold where environmental harm is not considered to | Figure 4-6 (Appendix E)
occur LOWC — low thresholds
EMBA Largest predicted spatial extent that hydrocarbon could extend in any | Figure 4-7 (Appendix E)

*For the purpose of the existing environment chapter the most conservative values have been used.

**The spatial extent is based on the Wood et al. (2012) defined behavioural response category for migrating
mysticetes which has been applied to assess behavioural responses by the southern right whale in the
impulsive sound analysis, during migration and for breeding/calving within the reproduction BIA. See Section

6.7.3.
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Figure 4-1: Otway Exploration Drilling Program Operational Areas
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4.2, Regulatory Context

The Environment Regulations define the ‘environment’ as:

e Ecosystems and their constituent parts, including people and communities, and
e Natural and physical resources, and

e The qualities and characteristics of locations, places and areas, and

e The heritage value of places

and includes

e The social, economic and cultural features of all of the above matters.

In accordance with the Environment Regulations, this EP describes the physical, ecological, social, economic
and cultural components of the environment.

Section 21(2) of the Environment Regulations requires that the EP describe the existing environment that may
be affected by the activity and include details of the particular relevant values and sensitivities (if any) of that
environment. Identified values and sensitivities must include, but are not necessarily limited to, the matters
protected under Part 3 of the EPBC Act.

A greater level of detail is provided in the EP for those particular values and sensitivities as defined by the
section 21(3) of the Environment Regulations, including, where relevant:

e The world heritage values of a declared World Heritage property within the meaning of the EPBC Act

e The national heritage values of a National Heritage place within the meaning of that Act

e The ecological character of a declared Ramsar wetland within the meaning of that Act

e The presence of a listed Threatened species or listed Threatened Ecological Community within the
meaning of that Act

e The presence of a listed Migratory species within the meaning of that Act

e Any values and sensitivities that exist in, or in relation to, part or all of:

e Commonwealth marine area within the meaning of that Act

e Commonwealth land within the meaning of that Act.

4.3. Regional Environmental Setting
4.3.1. Bioregions

The Integrated Marine and Coastal Regionalisation of Australia (IMCRA v4.0) is a spatial framework for
classifying Australia’s marine environment into bioregions that reflect biological community distributions and
ecologically spatial patterns and are at a scale useful for regional planning (CoA 2006). During consultation the
importance of the Victorian and Tasmania coastlines were highlighted as critical habitats for a number of
species such as whales (see section 4.6.9.2) (Document ID: 3923, FB ID: 1228, 143). The Otway Exploration
Drilling Program occurs in Commonwealth waters within the Otway meso-scale bioregion, which extends from
Apollo Bay (Vic) to Cape Jaffa (South Australia) and includes the western islands of Bass Strait such as King
Island (an area of 37,331 km?).

The characteristics of the Otway marine bioregion environment include very steep-moderate offshore
gradients associated with the continental shelf break, high wave energy and cold temperate waters subject to
upwelling events (i.e. the Bonney Upwelling) (IMCRA 1998). Currents are generally slow, but moderately
strong through the eastern entrance to Bass Strait. Upwelling water is nutrient rich and corresponds with
increases in the abundance of zooplankton which attracts baleen whales and other species (including EPBC-
listed species) which feed on the plankton swarms (krill). Shoreline habitats of the Otway coastline include
penguin colonies, fur seal colonies and bird nesting sites.
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The Otway Exploration Drilling Program operational areas are located within the Western Bass Strait Shelf
Transition IMCRA Province (Figure 4-8). The scale and distribution of this Province reflects the large scales of
ecological units in the region and suggest that communities found in the operational areas are likely to be
represented elsewhere within the region and that small-scale uniqueness is unlikely, provided that habitats
area representative. Within this Province, finder scale habitat heterogeneity in relation to factors such as
sediment cover, seafloor relief and localised current accelerations are associated with distinct biological
communities within the operational areas. However, these are likely to be replicated elsewhere in the province
where these habitat conditions exist.

The operational areas and EMBA overlap areas covered by the Commonwealth of Australia’s South-East
Marine Bioregional Plan, Temperate East Marine Bioregional Plan and South-West Marine Bioregional Plan.
These plans were developed to improve the way decisions are made under the EPBC Act in relation to the
protection of marine biodiversity and the sustainable use of oceans and their resources by marine-based
industries.

The South-east Marine Region, an area of 1,632,402 km?, contains 11 bioregions under IMCRA and includes a
broad range of temperate and subantarctic environments. The South-east Marine region extends from the far
south coast of New South Wales (NSW), around Tasmania and as far west as Kangaroo Island in South Australia
(SA). It includes the Commonwealth waters of Bass Strait and those surrounding Macquarie Island in the
Southern Ocean. Significant variation in sea-floor features and water depth found throughout the South-east
Marine Region contribute to the high level of species diversity. The shelf break (which includes the edges of
the continental shelf and the upper slope) serves to intensify currents, eddies and upwellings, creating a rich
and productive area for biodiversity (DoE 2015b).

The Temperate East Marine Region, an area of 1,470,000 km?, contains seven bioregions under IMCRA. The
boundary encompasses Commonwealth waters from the southern boundary of the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park to Bermagui in southern NSW including Lord Howe and Norfolk Island. The marine region is characterised
by a narrow continental shelf, significant variation in sea-floor features (including seamount chains and
canyons), dynamic oceanography, and a unique mix of tropical and cold-water reef systems. Temperate
species dominate the southern parts of the region, and tropical species become progressively more common
towards the north (DNP 2018).

The South-West Marine Region, an area of 1,300,000 km?, contains seven bioregions under IMCRA and
includes temperate and subtropical waters. The South-West Marine region includes the Commonwealth
waters from the east of Kangaroo Island, SA to Shark Bay, Western Australia (WA). The region is characterised
by a steep muddy continental slope that includes many canyons and complex oceanographic patterns which
are primarily driven by the Leeuwin Current and have a significant influence on ecosystem structure and
function. Globally, this environment has high levels of biodiversity and endemism particularly in the soft
sediment ecosystems of the Great Australian Bight and the tropical and temperate species overlap on the west
coast (DSEWPaC 2012g).

The EMBA overlaps nine IMCRA bioregions (Figure 4-8) across the three Marine Regions, including:

e Southeast Shelf Transition (overlaps both South-east and Temperate East Marine Regions)
Southeast Transition (overlaps both South-east and Temperate East Marine Regions)
Western Bass Strait Shelf Transition (South-east Marine Region)

West Tasmania Transition (South-east Marine Region)

e Bass Strait Shelf Province (South-east Marine Region)

e Tasmanian Shelf Province (South-east Marine Region)

e Tasmania Province (South-east Marine Region)

e Spencer Gulf Shelf Province (South-east Marine Region)

e Southern Province (overlaps both South-east and South-west Marine Regions).
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Figure 4-8: IMCRA Bioregions intersected by the EMBA
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Ophiuroids (brittle stars) are one common group of echinoderms associated with Bass Strait sediments and
bioregionalisation using this group identified that the fauna in western Bass Strait has affinities with central
and eastern Bass Strait, and the Tasmanian southern coast (O’Hara 2008), as shown in Figure 4-9 below. As a
model for sediment communities more generally, this suggests that distributions of sediment fauna operate
at a large scale, due to the scale of the habitat expanse and water masses that influence processes such as
larval dispersal.

NW WA roWe ./ Jo
p 4z

Figure 4-9: Bioregionalisation (50-1500 m) derived from modelled distribution of ophiuroids

Last et al. (2005) developed a similar bioregionalisation based on demersal fishes of the outer shelf and
continental slope, as shown in Figure 4-10 below. This regionalisation identified the western Bass Strait region
in vicinity of the operational area as a discrete transition zone (biotone) between a southern Tasmanian faunal
province and a southern Australian province. This regionalisation signifies that the western Bass Strait fish
fauna between north-western Tasmania and Cape Jaffa has similarities with the neighbouring provinces, and
represents a unique blend of both.
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Figure 4-10: Bioregionalisation based on demersal fishes of the outer shelf and continental slope

For oceanic waters, Flynn et al. (2018) developed a regionalisation using lanternfish (family Myctophidae) and
identified that assemblages offshore of King Island had affinities with those of the large water mass of the
Subtropical Convergence (STC) and that these were distinct from assemblages in the Great Australian Bight
(GAB). Given the water masses impinging on the operational areas (see Appendix P — Cetacean Surveillance
Program) it is likely that in oceanic waters offshore of the continental shelf break in western Bass Strait will
mirror the Last et al. (2005) bioregional pattern, being a transitional area of mixing between GAB and STC
waters.

4.4, Conservation Values and Sensitivities

The VIC/P79 and T/49P operational areas do not overlap any known areas of conservation value or sensitivity.
The following sections provide more detail on the conservation values and sensitivities identified within the
EMBA (Org ID: 45, GMTOAC, Event ID: 6339, FB ID: 1780).

4.4.1. Australian Marine Parks

Australian Marine Parks (AMPs) occur within Commonwealth waters and were proclaimed as Commonwealth
reserves under the EPBC Act in 2007 and 2013. ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken to consider the AMPs
and their representativeness (Org ID 7, Director of National Parks (DNP), Event ID: 2470, FB ID: 246) to ensure
that the EP:

e Identifies all AMPs within the broader environmental planning area and their conservation values and
sensitivities, as detailed in the following sections

e Identifies and manages all impacts and risks on AMP values (including the Zeehan and Apollo AMPs
which are located <1 km and 11 km, respectively, outside of the operational areas at their closest
points) to an acceptable level and has considered all options to avoid or reduce them to as low as
reasonably practicable, as detailed through-out Chapter 6 and 7,
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e C(Clearly demonstrates that the activity will not be inconsistent with the management plan, as detailed
in the above-mentioned impact and risk sections.

The South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network and Temperate East Marine Reserve Network were
designed to include examples of each of the provincial bioregions and the different seafloor features in the
region (DNP 2013; DNP 2018). Provincial bioregions are large areas of the ocean where fish species and oceanic
conditions are broadly similar. Activities within AMPs are dictated by zone classifications which describe
activities that are allowed or may be authorised provided they are consistent with the [IUCN management
principles and will not have an unacceptable impact on the values of the area (DNP 2013). There are five
different management zones which are in place to ensure the protection of marine habitats and species,
including multiple use zone (IUCN VI) like that found in the Zeehan Marine Park.

The sea-floor features of the in the South-east Marine Region are diverse and include seamounts, canyons,
escarpments, soft sediments and rocky reefs, which support high levels of biodiversity and species endemism
(DNP 2013). There are a total of fourteen Commonwealth Marine Reserves (AMPs) within the South-east
Marine Reserves Network, 11 of which are overlapped by the EMBA (Apollo, Beagle, Boags, East Gippsland,
Flinders, Franklin, Huon, Murray, Nelson, Tasman Fracture and Zeehan Marine Parks).

The seafloor features of the Temperate East Marine Region are diverse and include abyssal plain/deep ocean
floor, basins, canyons, plateaus, ridges, seamounts, and trench/troughs, which support high levels of
biodiversity and species endemism (DNP 2018). There are a total of 8 Commonwealth Marine Reserves within
the Temperate East Marine Network, one of which is overlapped by the EMBA (Jervis AMP).

The seafloor features of the South-west Marine Region are diverse and include mountain chains, submarine
canyons, underwater plateaus and deep abyssal plains, which support high levels of biodiversity and species
endemism (DNP 2018b). There are a total of 14 Commonwealth Marine Reserves within the South-west
Marine Network, none of which are overlapped by the EMBA.

The South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan and the Temperate East Marine
Parks Network Management Plan both identify pressures on the marine networks. Pressures are defined as
human-driven processes, events and activities that may detrimentally affect the values of the reserves
network (DNP 2013; DNP 2018). Sources of pressure on the conservation values of the Marine Networks
relevant to the Otway Exploration Drilling Program may include:

e Extraction of living resources and by-catch associated with commercial and recreational fishing

e Marine pollution including the emissions of noise and light associated with offshore activities as well as
marine debris and discharge of oil, chemicals and waste

e Establishment of invasive species, and

e Climate change including potential shifts in major currents, rising sea levels, ocean acidification, and
changes in the variability and extremes of climatic features.

ConocoPhillips Australia are aware of the Draft South-east Marine Parks Network Management Plan 2024
(DNP 2024) recently released by DCCEEW on 11 October 2024 and are currently in the process of reviewing
the draft plan. Any subsequent changes will be made in accordance with the Management of Change (MoC)
Procedure as described in section 10.2.7.

4.4.1.1. Zeehan AMP

The Zeehan AMP has two classification statuses. One portion of the AMP is considered a Special Purpose Zone
and the other is a multiple use zone (IUCN VI). The Multiple Use Zone borders the T/49P operational area and
is 165 km north-west of mainland Tasmania. The Zeehan Marine Park multiple use zone (IUCN VI) provides for
a wide range of sustainable activities by allowing those that do not significantly impact benthic (seafloor)
habitats or result in an unacceptable impact on the values of the area. A recent hydrographic survey
commissioned by the University of Tasmania in collaboration with Parks Australia and IMAS surveyed
701.5 km? (75%) of the Zeehan multiple use zone and found that the majority of the zone lies at a depth
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between 95 and 110 m (Davey et al. 2022). The topography of the marine park is described as mostly flat
before sloping away to the west at the start of the shelf. Subtle changes were noted from east to west as
ledges with 3-5 m of relief appear on the seabed approximately 28 km from the eastern edge. Further, there
are 2 notable areas of high relief at the western edge of the survey area which were identified as sections of
deep reef that extend 10 m from the seafloor (Davey et al. 2022).

Authorisation is required for activities within the Multiple Use Zone such as commercial fishing, mining,
structure and works, among others and, consequently, ConocoPhillips Australia has undertaken consultation
with the Director of National Parks as the authority responsible for the management of the Zeehan Marine
Park in accordance with their consultation guideline (Organisation ID: 7). During consultation, it was identified
that relevant persons were unaware of the types of activities that could be permitted within a multiple use
zone of an Australian Marine Park (Org ID: 569, Tasmanian Climate Collective, Event ID: 3469, FB ID: 348, 434).

The South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan 2013-2023 (DNP 2013) identifies
the following as major conservation values of the Zeehan AMP:

e Important migration area for the blue and humpback whales
e Important foraging areas for the black-browed, wandering and shy albatrosses, and great -winged and
cape petrels
e Examples of ecosystems, habitats and communities associated with:
e the Tasmania Province the West Tasmania Transition the Western Bass Strait Shelf Transition and
associated with sea-floor features;
e abyssal plain/deep ocean floor, canyon, deep/hole/valley, knoll/abyssal hill, shelf, slope.

Water depths within the entire AMP ranges from 90 m to 3,000 m over an area spanning 19,897 km? (Figure
4-11) (Monk et al. 2023). A significant feature of this reserve is a series of four submarine canyons that incise
the continental slope, extending from the shelf edge to the abyssal plain. When the Zeehan Current (extending
from the west) meets these canyons, water swirls upwards, taking nutrients towards the surface and
contributing to diverse marine life. The AMP includes a variety of seabed habitats, including exposed
limestone, that supports animal communities of large sponges and other, permanently fixed, invertebrates on
the continental shelf (DNP 2013). There are also extensive 'thickets' of invertebrate animals, such as lace coral
and sponges, on the continental slope. The rocky limestone provides important habitat for a variety of
commercial fish species, including the giant crab and southern rock lobster.

There are no known heritage sites of significance currently described in the AMP.

44.1.2. Apollo AMP

The Apollo AMP is a Multiple Use Zone (IUCN VI) east of the operational areas and represents the continental
shelf that extends from SA to the west of Tasmania (Figure 4-11). The cool water is less than 50 m deep and
includes the Otway Depression, a 100 m deep undersea valley joining the Bass Basin to the open ocean (DNP
2013). The waters of the reserve are exposed to large swell waves generated from the south-west and strong
tidal flows. The sea floor has many rocky reef patches interspersed with areas of sediment and, in places, has
rich, benthic fauna dominated by sponges.

The South-east Commonwealth Marine Reserves Network Management Plan 2013-2023 (DNP 2013) identifies
the following as major conservation values of the Apollo AMP:

e Important migration area for blue, fin, sei, and humpback whales
e Important foraging area for the black-browed and shy albatross, Australasian gannet, short-tailed
shearwater, and crested tern
e Location of cultural and heritage site (wreck of the MV City of Rayville)
e Ecosystems, habitats and communities associated with:
o the Western Bass Strait Shelf Transition the Bass Strait Shelf Province and associated with sea-floor
features:
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e deep/hole/valley shelf.
4.4.1.3. Beagle AMP

The Beagle AMP is a Multiple Use Zone (IUCN VI) located entirely in the Bass Strait (Figure 4-11). The reserve
lies east of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program in shallow water (50-70 m deep) and covers an area of
2,928 km? that surrounds the Hogan and Kent Group of islands. The reserve encompasses the fauna of central
Bass Strait, which is expected to be especially rich based on studies of several sea floor—dwelling animal groups
(DNP 2013). The deep rocky reefs support a rich array of sea life, including sponge gardens and Port Jackson
sharks.

The reserve is located near the Furneaux group of islands which contains islands that provide homes and
breeding grounds for seabirds, little penguins and Australian fur seals (DNP 2013). The sea surrounding
breeding grounds provide important foraging areas for seabirds and shorebirds such as the fairy prion, shy
albatross, silver gull, short-tailed shearwater, black-faced cormorant, Australasian gannet, common diving
petrel and little penguin. The AMP is also an important area for the southern right whale (SRW).

The AMP contains the wrecks of the SS Cambridge steamship and the ketch Eliza Davies, known heritage sites
of cultural significance.

4.4.1.4. Boags AMP

The Boags AMP is a Multiple Use Zone (IUCN VI) east of the Otway Exploration Drilling Program and 45 km off
the north-west coast of Tasmania covering 537 km? (Figure 4-11). This AMP represents an area of shallow
ecosystems that has a depth range between 40 m and 80 m. It encompasses the fauna of Bass Strait, which is
expected to be especially rich based on studies of several seafloor-dwelling animal groups (DNP 2013). It
contains arich array of life, particularly benthic animals and animals living in the seafloor sediments and muds
including crustaceans, polychaete worms and molluscs, which is common for the Bass Strait seabed. The sandy
seabed of the AMP is also likely to host benthic fish such as flathead, skates, rays and latchets but not extensive
sponge gardens.

The reserve is adjacent to important seabird colonies of Tasmania’s north-west, particularly the Hunter Island
Group including Three Hummock Island, Hunter Island, Steep Island, Bird Island, Stack Island and Penguin Islet.
Bird species present in the Hunter group include shy albatross, fairy prions, black-faced cormorants, common
diving petrels, little penguins and cape barren geese. It is likely that the rich abundance of benthic fauna
facilitates the presence of pelagic fish species within the AMP. The proximity of these two features means that