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1 Introduction

Bass Strait Environment Plan Volume 1

1.1  Overview

This Description of the Environment has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the
Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage Act 2006 and the Offshore
Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas Storage (Environment) Regulations, 2009 (OPGGS(E)R) per the
amended Act and Regulations as at 01 January 2015. The Environment Plan development has been
guided by N04750-GN1344 Environment Plan Content Requirements (NOPSEMA 2016).

1.2 Regulatory Context

The OPGGS(E)R have prescribed requirements for the description of the environment. Table 1-1 lists
the requirements of the regulations and identifies the sections in this description of the environment
where the requirements are addressed.

Table 1-1 OPGGS(E)R requirements for the description of the activity with references to where these
items are addressed
Regulation Requirement Relevant section
where this is
addressed
13(2) The Environment plan must:
13(2)(a) Describe the existing environment that may be affected by the 1.4 Definition of
activity Described Area
2 Description of the
Environment
13(2)(b) Include details of the particular relevant values and sensitivities 2.2 Values and
(if any) of that environment’ Sensitivities
13(3) Particular relevant values and sensitivities may include
13(3)(a) the world heritage values of a declared World Heritage property 2.2.1 World Heritage
within the meaning of the EPBC Act
13(2)(b) the national heritage values of a National Heritage place within 2.2.2 National Heritage
the meaning of that Act
13(2)(c) the ecological character of a declared Ramsar wetland within 2.2.3 Wetlands of
the meaning of that Act International Importance
13(2)(d) the presence of a listed threatened species or listed threatened 2.3.1 Fauna
ecological community within the meaning of that Act 2.2.4 Threatened
Ecological Communities
13(2)(e) the presence of a listed migratory species within the meaning of 2.3.1 Fauna
that Act
13(2)(f) any values and sensitivities that exist in, or in relation to, part or
all of:
13(2)(F)(i) a Commonwealth marine area within the meaning of that Act; or 2.2.5 Commonwealth
Marine Areas
2.2.6 Australian Marine
Parks
2.2.7 Key Ecological
Features (KEF)
13(2)(f)(ii) (i) Commonwealth land within the meaning of that Act 2.2.8 National Parks and
Reserves
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The OPGGS(E)R define ‘environment’ as ‘the ecosystems and their constituent parts, natural and
physical resources, qualities and characteristics of areas, the heritage value of places and includes the
social, economic and cultural features of those matters’. In accordance with Regulation 13(2) of the
OPGGS(E)R, this document describes the physical setting, ecological receptors, and social receptors,
of the receiving environment.

A greater level of detail is provided for those particular receptors as defined by Regulation 13(3) of the
OPGGS(E)R which states that particular relevant values and sensitivities may include any of the
following:

(a) the world heritage values of a declared World Heritage property within the meaning of the
EPBC Act;

(b) the national heritage values of a National Heritage place within the meaning of that Act;

(c) the ecological character of a declared Ramsar wetland within the meaning of that Act;

(d) the presence of a listed threatened species or listed threatened ecological community
within the meaning of that Act;

(e) the presence of a listed migratory species within the meaning of that Act;

) any values and sensitivities that exist in, or in relation to, part or all of:

(9) a Commonwealth marine area within the meaning of that Act; or

(h) Commonwealth land within the meaning of that Act.

1.3 Environmental Policy

Itis Esso’s policy to conduct its business in a manner that is compatible with the balanced environmental
and economic needs of the communities in which it operates. Esso is committed to continuous efforts
to improve environmental performance throughout its operations.

Accordingly, Esso’s policy is to:

o Comply with all applicable environmental laws and regulations and apply responsible standards
where laws and regulations do not exist;

e Encourage concern and respect for the environment, emphasize every employee’s
responsibility in environmental performance, and ensure appropriate operating practices and
training;

e Work with government and industry groups to foster timely development of effective
environmental laws and regulations based on sound science and considering risks, costs and
benefits, including effects on energy and product supply;

e Manage its business with the goal of preventing incidents and of controlling emissions and
wastes to below harmful levels and design, operate, and maintain facilities to this end;

¢ Respond quickly and effectively to incidents resulting from its operations, cooperating with
industry organizations and authorized government agencies;

e Conduct and support research to improve understanding of the impact of its business on the
environment, to improve methods of environmental protection, and to enhance its capability to
make operations and products compatible with the environment;

o Communicate with the public on environmental matters and share its experience with others to
facilitate improvements in industry performance; and

e Undertake appropriate reviews and evaluations of its operations to measure progress and to
ensure compliance with this environmental policy.

A copy of Esso’s Environmental Policy is provided in Appendix A.

1.4 Definition of Described Area

In accordance with Regulation 13(2)a of the OPGGS(E)R and NOPSEMA A652993 (NOPSEMA, 2019),
the Potentially Exposed Area (PEA) is defined as the outer edge of all simulations in stochastic

AUGO-EV-EMM-001,Rev 1 2 23 October 2019
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modelling, using the worst case discharge scenario (WCDS) and the lowest relevant threshold for the
furthest reaching fate of hydrocarbons. While modelling carries some inherent uncertainty, the
Potentially Exposed Area (PEA) as defined:

Represents the area that could be affected by any oil spill; and
Is conservative, as the lowest threshold relevant to any receptor is used.

Each specific activity will define its own PEA in Volume 2 of the Environment Plan. The Described Area
is the combined breadth of all credibly conceivable PAs for specific operational activities and project
activities to be undertaken by Esso. By definition:

the limits of each specific PEA is expected to fall within the DA and therefore, all information
required to describe the environment will be contained in this Volume 1; and
no single activity is expected to potentially impact the entire DA.

In the event that the PEA for a future activity is found to reach beyond the edge of the DA, the DA will
be expanded and the Description of Environment (this Volume 1) will be revised.

Using the criteria described above, the DA is shown in Figure 1-1. The DA encompasses the Southeast
Marine Bioregion and the Temperate East Marine Bioregion. The IMCRA provincial bioregions
encompassed by the DA are also shown in Figure 1-1.

Figure 1-1 Described Area (DA)

1.5 Esso Bass Strait Permit Area

Esso’s operations and project activities are undertaken within its permit areas in the Gippsland Basin
in Bass Strait. Figure 1-2 shows the Esso Gippsland Basin Permit Areas (EGBPA) and Table 1-2 lists
the location of the existing facilities and pipelines.
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